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New leisure centre 
'absolutely stunning' 



FACILITIES at the new £29.4 million Kens¬ 
ington Leisure Centre, which will open its door 
to the public for the first time on Monday, have 
been described as “absolutely stunning”. 

The new complex, adjacent to the Kensington 
Aldridge Academy, includes a 25-metre swim¬ 
ming pool, 20-metre teaching pool, 250-seat 
gallery, 120-station gym, an eight-court multi¬ 
use sports hall, two fitness studios, sauna/steam 
facililities and treatment rooms. 

Built by Kensington & Cheslsea Borough 
Council, Tim Ahern, Cabinet Member for 
Leisure , said: “The new leisure centre is ab¬ 
solutely stunning and we can legitimately boast 
that it is one of the best in London with facili¬ 
ties to rival the top private gyms.” 

THE NE ^ ■ FITNESS FANATICS: Kensington Leisure Centre manager Oliver Stacey pictured with members 
- see page 0 f staff outside the new building which will open to the public on Monday, March 2nd. 


• DOGS SUFFERING ‘HORRIFIC CRUELTY’ 

MPs call for end to 
backstreet breeding 


FIFTY seven outraged MPs are leading a 
backbench campaign to stamp out the “hor¬ 
rific and cruel” practice of backstreet breed¬ 
ing of dogs which is rife in areas of 
Kensington and Chelsea and across west 
London. 

The MPs have teamed up with TV star Paul O’Grady 
to back a demand by Battersea Dogs & Cat Home for 
the government to step in and end the huge trade of 
underworld puppy farming. 

Rogue breeders across west London are making easy 
money by forcing helpless dogs to have litters of pup¬ 
pies again and again and again, and then dumping 
them on the streets when they can breed no longer. 
North Kensington is believed to be a particular black 
spot for the forced-farming. 

Backstreet breeding is wrecking the animals’ health 


# By LWN reporter 

GEOFF BAKER 


to the extent that some are left so ill that they have to 
be put down. Often, unwanted puppies are thrown out 
on the streets and left to die. 

Now the dogs’ home is taking action to expose and 
shame the puppy bandits - as research shows that one 
in five of the badly-bred dogs dies before it is six- 
months-old. 

Breeding machines 

Thousands of dogs across the UK are being used as 
breeding machines by uncaring owners who are keep¬ 
ing bitches in filthy conditions that have appalled staff 
at the world-famous dogs’ home. 

Battersea Cats & Dogs Home has launched an appeal 
to the public to help them exert pressure for a change 
in the law and almost 60 backbench MPs have already 


rallied to the call. The home also wants the public to 
stop buying dogs online, where many of the puppies 
from forced-bred dogs are sold by unscrupulous and 
unqualified breeders. 

Paul O’Grady, the comedy star who has won Na¬ 
tional TV Awards for his series “For The Love Of 
Dogs” and who works as an ambassador for the dogs 
home, said he was “sickened” by the growing black 
market breeders who are conning the public to believe 
that puppies come from a good home. 

He told The Kensington & Chelsea News : “I’ve seen 
first-hand the poor, damaged dogs in Battersea’s ken¬ 
nels that have been bred from over and over again. It 
sickens me to think what these dogs go through before 
they’re dumped on the streets broken and unloved. 

“The awful thing is that backstreet breeders are 
everywhere lining their pockets from the demand for 
puppies. 

“If there’s one thing we can all do it’s to make sure 
we think about where we’re getting a puppy from. 
Visit a rescue centre or a registered breeder and help 
Battersea end backstreet breeding.” 

Battersea Dogs & Cats Home’s chief executive 
Claire Horton said: “We are urging prospective dog 
owners to think twice about how they buy a dog. 

“We have to crack down on the horrific and cruel 
practice of backstreet dog breeding. 

“Relentless breeding of dogs in dirty, squalid condi¬ 
tions takes place in neighbourhoods up and down the 

■ TURN TO PAGE 3 



Council approves another austerity budget 


KENSINGTON and Chelsea councillors ap¬ 
proved their fifth austerity budget on Thurs¬ 
day of last week. 

Over the past five years the council’s revenue 
budget has fallen by £48 million, mainly due to 
a reduction in government funding. 

But the council tax stays pegged for the sixth 


year in a row, making it the fifth lowest in the 
country. 

Officials claim that the range and quality of 
services has been maintained due to “a radical 
austerity strategy” and £12 million in savings 
by sharing services with neighbouring bor¬ 
oughs. Full report on page 3 
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Rewarding volunteers who support policing in London 


Council tax cut for Special Constables 


T HE Mayor of London, Boris 
Johnson, has confirmed that all 
serving special constables who 
live in the capital will be eligible for 
a £150 council tax cut, as he delivers 
on his pledge to reward those uni¬ 
formed volunteers who support polic¬ 
ing. 

The Mayor committed in his Police & Crime 
Plan to reconnect the police with the public by 
boosting volunteering and rewarding those who 
offer their time in service. This follows his 2012 
manifesto pledge to offer special constables a 50 
per cent rebate on the Mayor’s share of council tax. 

In a letter sent to all 4,000 specials in London, 
the Deputy Mayor for Policing and Crime, Stephen 
Greenhalgh, sets out the details of the scheme and 
how to apply. The new scheme is the first of its 
kind in London and has been designed by the 
Mayor’s Office for Policing And Crime (MOPAC) 
and the Greater London Authority. 

The payment - which is worth up to £450 to 
those special constables who already have three 
years’ service - will apply to all those who have 
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completed their mini¬ 
mum monthly service of 
16 hours and who live in 
a London household that 
pays council tax. The 
payment also applies to 
specials living in London 
serving with the British 
Transport Police and City 
of London Police. 

Boris Johnson said: 

“My manifesto promised 
a council tax discount for 
special constables and 
this payment delivers on 
that pledge. Special con¬ 
stables are a vital link be¬ 
tween the police and the 
community whilst repre¬ 
senting the very best of 
London’s volunteering 
spirit. This payment goes some way to recognise the 
huge contribution that specials make to keep our city 
safe.” 

Stephen Greenhalgh said: “Special constables will 
continue to volunteer, unpaid, in support of regular 


Met police officers, but we hope this council tax re¬ 
bate demonstrates how the Mayor values their ef¬ 
forts. I especially enjoyed observing their 
contribution up close on the recent Big Wing Day 
involving Specials across London. We want many 
more people with diverse backgrounds and expert 
skills to step forward to support the police as vol¬ 
unteers, and I am delighted that members of our 
Special Constabulary are now getting the recogni¬ 
tion they deserve. 

Vital and valued part of The Met 

John Conway, chief officer of Met Special Con¬ 
stables, said: “The MPS welcomes this new initia¬ 
tive from MOPAC and believes it will act as a 
positive incentive to encourage more new specials 
to join the Met. Special constables are a vital and 
valued part of the wider Met family, giving up their 
own time and contributing valuable professional 
skills in order to help provide a high quality of 
policing services to the public and their communi¬ 
ties . We will be encouraging all those existing and 
new specials who qualify for the rebate to apply for 
it.” 

• The Special Constabulary is the United King¬ 


dom’s part-time police force. It is made up of vol¬ 
unteer members of the public who when on duty 
wear a uniform and have full police powers. There 
are now nearly 4,000 and an additional 300 serving 
in either the Britosh Transport Police, or City of 
London Police in the capital. 

• To be eligible for the MOPAC scheme, a special 
constable must be in good standing (contributing 16 
hours service or more a month); not under any dis¬ 
ciplinary action; a resident in a London borough or 
the City of London; and live in a household which 
is liable for council tax. The scheme comes into ef¬ 
fect on 1 April and will in effect offer a payment of 
£150 to qualifying special constables. 

• The Mayor’s Office for Policing And Crime 
(MOPAC) has consulted with Her Majesty’s Rev¬ 
enue and Customs (HMRC) in order to accommo¬ 
date and mitigate the potential tax implications that 
arise as a consequence of this payment. MOPAC, 
on behalf of the Mayor, will pay the tax due on this 
payment. 

• Special constables who wish to apply should 
follow instructions in the letter and this year’s 
scheme is open to applications until 20 March 2015. 
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Apprenticeship Scheme 
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feedback from both apprentices and line managers. 
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portunities at the council advertised on their website. 
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Council tax pegged but more pain to come 


THE Royal Borough of Kensington & 
Chelsea’s Cabinet has set its fifth austerity 
budget. 

Over the five year period, the council’s revenue 
budget will have shrunk by some £48 million; a 
reduction primarily driven by falls in grants from 
central government, say council officials. 

However, despite those falls, the council tax will 
not be increased - in fact, 2015-16 will be the sixth 
year of continual freeze. And, according to council 
leader Nick Paget-Brown, residents’ experience of 
services won’t have changed significantly either. 

Maintaining the range and quality of services, and 
keeping the council tax the fifth lowest in the coun¬ 
try, has been made possible by a radical austerity 
strategy adopted by the Cabinet from 2010 onwards. 

The strategy has three components: 

• Sharing services, notably management, with our 
neighbouring boroughs. This will yield savings of 
£12 million by the end of 2015-16; 


# Traditional savings and efficiencies which in 
2015-16 will amount to £4 million and; 

• Strong stewardship of our property estate. This is 
playing an increasingly important role in our strategy 
with the result that property income will rise to £9.5 
million in 2015-16 from £3.8 million in 2010-11. 

The strategy of sharing, savings and stewardship 
has again enabled the Cabinet to protect council serv¬ 
ices and actual service reductions will play no sig¬ 
nificant part in the 2015-16 budget, which will be 
debated by the full Council on 4 March and can be 
read online at www.rbkc.gov.uk 

At the same time, due to strong reserves built up 
over many years, the Cabinet is also able to move 
forward with a very ambitious capital programme to 
secure the future of Kensington and Chelsea. 

The projects include a new leisure centre opening 
in March 2015, the rebuilding and expansion of three 
primary schools, new affordable homes and new 


‘extra care’ housing for older residents. 

But as the council starts to pay some large bills on 
those projectsreserves are forecast to shrink consid¬ 
erably, from £160 million next year to £105 million 
by 2018. 

'Along the way we have 
faced some 
testing decisions' 

Cllr Paget-Brown has warned, however, that de¬ 
spite the good news contained in the council budget, 
more years of austerity lie ahead. In his 2014 autumn 
statement, the Chancellor revealed that in order to 
continue to reduce the national deficit, large reduc¬ 
tions in public spending will be necessary and it is 
likely that local government will again play a dispro¬ 
portionate role, mainly to protect funding for the Na¬ 
tional Health Service and for schools. 

The council anticipated this and has reduced 
spending not just in order to cope during this parlia¬ 


ment but in order to be able to absorb the impact of 
a second phase of austerity after the general election. 

“The three Ss of sharing, saving and stewardship 
have served our residents very well and are the best 
means of enabling us to face some further years of 
austerity with confidence,” said, Cllr Paget-Brown. 

“Along the way we have faced some testing deci¬ 
sions but those have so far been about doing things 
differently rather than not doing them at all. We mean 
that to stay the case for as long as we can possibly 
manage.” 

Despite the decision to continue the freeze on coun¬ 
cil tax, the council in January ordered an exception 
to be made for homes that have been left empty for 
two years or more. From April 1st these will pay a 
150 per cent rate. This will affect about 600 proper¬ 
ties of a total of nearly 88,000 residential properties. 

• NEWS FROM NICK - readd the Leader’s 
Column on page 4. 


Call to expose and shame ‘callous breaders in it for the money 


■ FROM PAGE ONE 

UK, so Battersea has launched a major campaign call¬ 
ing for a clamp down on the many undercover dog 
breeders that profit from the cruel treatment of these 
animals. 

“We want a ban on the sale of puppies under eight 
weeks old and the introduction of a breeding licence 
requirement for any household producing two or more 
litters per year. 

“Battersea is speaking out to help expose and shame 
the callous breeders in our communities who are cre¬ 
ating far too many unhealthy, unwanted and aban¬ 
doned dogs all in the name of personal profit. 

“At Battersea we see the consequences of this prob¬ 
lem every day, with strays coming through our doors, 
many of whom show signs of in-breeding and others 
that have been used to produce countless litters before 
being turfed out on the street. 

“These puppies and breeding bitches are often to¬ 
morrow’s status dogs and we must put an end to such 
inhumane, money-making activities.” 

Battersea says dogs used for backstreet breeding are 
forced to lead a miserable life. They are frequently 


kept in cramped, uncomfortable conditions, are often 
never exercised and used to produce litter after litter, 
with no thought for their health. 

“Exhausted and under socialised, these dogs 
are all too often thrown onto the streets 
once they have served their purpose, 
says the home. 

Marjorie, a two-year old Bulldog, ar¬ 
rived at Battersea as a stray in No¬ 
vember 2014. She was bald in places, 
unable to sit down due to a prolapsed 
womb, had long curled claws, with¬ 
drawn and showing obvious signs of 
overbreeding. 

Worried by noises 

“It was obvious from the moment Mar¬ 
jorie (pictured) arrived that she had suffered 
a traumatic start to her life. The big, gentle soul 
came to us in very poor condition, looking as though 
she had been neglected by her previous owners and 
had not given the care she needed and deserved. 

“The withdrawn bull dog had extremely stretched 



teats and a prolapsed uterus that made it painful for 
her to sit down. Mentally she was very shut down and 
withdrawn. Bull dog puppies come with a hefty price 
tag, so it’s likely Marjorie has been used numer¬ 
ous times to make some fast cash. 

“For a dog in her condition, Marjorie 
showed herself to be a trusting a loving 
girl who enjoyed a cuddle. However 
she was very worried around unfamil¬ 
iar noises and even toys, as she didn’t 
seem to know what they were. 

“It became clear that Marjorie was 
not used to socialising in a natural en¬ 
vironment and especially with other 
dogs as she was quite reserved and 
showed a lot of caution around them at first 
- all signs of being used time and time again 
for breeding. 

“After a lot of care and dedication from the staff at 
Battersea, Marjorie began to come out of her shell, 
showing an affectionate nature and despite her miser¬ 
able start in life she will get a second chance to go to 


Urgent action called for to deal 
with capital’s throw-away food 


LONDON is facing a crisis over the 2,500 
tonnes of food thrown away every day in the 
capital - authorities are warning that unless 
“urgent action” is taken the city will be 
overflowing with rotting rubbish in the next 
10 years. 

The Greater London Authority is calling for the 
Mayor to find new ways of dealing with the 890,000 
tonnes of food that is binned each year. 

The GLA warns that landfill sites will be full by 
2025 and, with the capital’s population booming, and 
extra one million tonnes of thrown-away food will 
have to be dealt with. 

As fears rise that piles of wasted food would cause 
an explosion in rats, mice and urban foxes, the GLA 
is calling on the Mayor’s Office to institute a new pro¬ 
gramme forcing all London boroughs to have rubbish 
collections for food waste to be recycled. 

There are an estimated 10,000 urban foxes in the 
capital and at least 8,000,000 rats. 

With food waste accounting for around 20 percent 
of domestic waste, the London Assembly Environment 
Committee has published a critical report which high¬ 
lights the need for local authorities to address the way 
they deal with the food that Londoners are throwing 
away 

The report; ‘Bag It Or Bin It? Managing London’s 
Domestic Food Waste’, examines how household food 
waste is managed and explores strategies to make re¬ 
cycling easier and more cost-effective for residents 


LONDON WIDE 

and local authorities. Of the 33 London boroughs, 
only 23 were found to be offering any separate food 
waste collections. The Committee is urging all local 
authorities to implement separate food waste collec¬ 
tions, regardless of property type, to improve consis¬ 
tency and the capital’s overall recycling performance. 

Key policy 

The report asks the Mayor to get Government 
money for separate collections and to do more to sup¬ 
port schemes like the Waste and Resources Action 
Programme (WRAP) and Recycle for London. 

The report highlights that new treatment facilities 
are also needed as an extra one million tonnes of food 
and green waste will have to be processed to cope 
with London’s growing population. 

Currently around half of London’s separately col¬ 
lected food waste is sent to composting and anaerobic 
digestion facilities outside London to be treated. 

The report says: “Food waste is a huge environmen¬ 
tal problem and sending that waste to landfill is espe¬ 
cially harmful to the environment. 

“There is political consensus that reducing the 
amount of landfilled bio-waste is a key policy priority. 
In London, the Mayor recognises that processing food 
waste will play an important role in boosting the city’s 
recycling and composting rates. Sending less of Lon¬ 
don’s food waste to landfill is becoming an urgent pri¬ 
ority for practical reasons too: the Greater London 
area contains very little landfill capacity, and sites out¬ 


side its boundaries accepting its municipal waste are 
expected to be full by 2025. 

“In recent years, London has greatly reduced the 
amount of domestic waste it sends to landfill, but food 
waste still accounts for around 20 per cent of its 
household waste. London also does not stand out na¬ 
tionally for its success in recycling — while recycling 
rates vary widely across the capital, there is particu¬ 
larly low participation in inner London. 

“London urgently needs to introduce or extend food 
waste recycling in its high-density housing stock. 

“Although more expensive, providing a separate 
collection for food waste can go some way towards 
improving an authority’s overall recycling perform¬ 
ance. 

“Therefore we recommend that boroughs should en¬ 
deavour to include separate food waste collections in 
their waste management regimes across all property 
types. Additionally, reliable data on food waste is 
scarce and this limits local authorities’ ability to plan 
for effective service provision. We argue that more 
should be done by those involved in planning and 
managing waste and recycling to improve data collec¬ 
tion on food waste.” 

Chairmanhair of the Environment Committee 
Stephen Knight said: “We realise that cost is a major 
factor when local authorities’ make recycling choices, 
but separate food waste collection schemes need not 
be more expensive. If London is to maintain its status 
as the second most sustainable city in the world, we 
need to be informed about what is available to us, so 
we can play our part and stop wasting food.” 


a caring, loving home she so deserves,” said the home. 

“Unfortunately, not all of these dogs will be as lucky 
as Marjorie. Savannah, a four year old Bull Mastiff, 
was another stray that came to the charity last year, 
also showing signs of overbreeding. 

“She had been beaten by her previous owners and 
did not know how to socialise or get on with other 
dogs. Despite all of the help she received from Bat¬ 
tersea, this poor dog had already been through so much 
that nothing more could be done for Savannah and 
sadly she had to be put to sleep”. 

From a 'dodgy source' 

Battersea says there are no figures to reveal just how 
widespread backstreet breeding has become because 
many people tend not to admit they got their dog 
“from a dodgy source”. 

However, YouGov research by the home revealed 
that 30% of respondents said they wouldn’t pay any¬ 
thing for a new dog, suggesting that people still be¬ 
lieve they can pick them up for free via the internet. 

“Backstreet dog breeding is a bit of an underworld 
that even the Government can’t shed any light on,” 
said a spokeswoman. 

“The best evidence we have is the consequences of 
backstreet breeding in terms of 130,000 dogs taken in 
each year by UK dog welfare organisations, 112,000 
stray dogs picked up by local authorities each year. 
The Kennel Club estimates that 20% of dogs brought 
online die in six months.” 

Battersea is calling on the public to help by writing 
to their MP to urge for the backstreet breeding issue 
to be put on the political agenda. For more details of 
the campaign, go to www.battersea.co.uk 
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Rehousing council tenants during regeneration 


KENSINGTON and Chelsea Council has 
set new guidelines for compensating and re¬ 
housing tenants and leaseholders affected by 
regeneration schemes on Kensington and 
Chelsea Tenant Management Organisation 
managed estates. 

The principles were developed as part of on¬ 
going planning for the redevelopment of the 
council offices at Pembroke Road and the coun¬ 
cil will now seek to apply them to any future 
schemes. 

Kensington and Chelsea will only redevelop a 
council estate if it is possible to rehouse all ex¬ 
isting tenants in better homes in the new devel¬ 
opment or in the nearby area (unless they 
choose to move elsewhere). This commitment 
is in addition to all the usual statutory compen¬ 
sation and disturbance allowances. 

In addition the council will try to offer all res¬ 
ident leaseholders on an estate access to a 


shared equity scheme of the kind being piloted 
at Pembroke Road, to enable them to buy a 
home in a new development, even if it is worth 
more than their original home. 

This offer will depend on the viability of each 
regeneration project, but would also be in addi¬ 
tion to all statutory compensation and distur¬ 
bance allowances. 

These new commitments mean that existing 
communities would be kept together if and 
when regeneration projects go ahead, rather 
than being displaced and dispersed. 

Explaining the principles behind these com¬ 
mitments Cllr Rock Feilding-Mellen, Deputy 
Leader of the Council and Cabinet Member for 
Housing, Property and Regeneration, said: “De¬ 
spite austerity the Council still has many ambi¬ 
tions for the future of this borough. 

“One of the most important is housing and the 
regeneration of some council estates. We want 


the best possible homes for our existing and fu¬ 
ture tenants. We want more affordable homes, 
especially for those on low to middle incomes, 
who have been squeezed out of the private mar¬ 
ket but are ineligible for social rented housing. 
We want to preserve and strengthen our mixed 
communities that have made Kensington and 
Chelsea such an attractive place to live for peo¬ 
ple of all backgrounds. We want to tackle the 
causes of deprivation in some of our most dis¬ 
advantaged neighbourhoods. And we want to 


build new homes that will be considered beau¬ 
tiful and desirable for generations to come. 

“This is all achievable and realistic, thanks to 
long years of careful financial stewardship by 
the council and because of the underlying value 
and comparatively low densities of council- 
owned land and housing. 

“But this regeneration is something we want 
to do working with residents and these new 
commitments are all about showing tenants and 
leaseholders that we are serious about that.” 


Shopwatch for Portobello Road 


KENSINGTON and Chelsea police are 
piloting an initiative to protect shoppers 
and businesses within the Portobello 
Road area. 

Funded jointly by the police and the Royal 
Borough of Kensington and Chelsea, Shop- 
Watch will allow participants to send informa¬ 
tion through a new Message Distribution 
System, warning one another of suspected 
shoplifters, pickpockets and those committing 
antisocial behaviour in the area. 

Working alongside the shopkeepers and po¬ 
lice are CCTV operators. They will receive in¬ 


formation from the shops about suspected 
criminals. The operators then warn other shops 
of the suspect and direct police to their location. 

All messages will be received by the local 
policing teams covering the area. They can 
work on the information and will be able to de¬ 
ploy uniformed and plain-clothes officers 
quickly to the location. 

So far 40 shops have joined the Message Dis¬ 
tribution Service and more are signing up. If 
you are interested in joining the ShopWatch 
scheme contact the local policing team on 020 
8721 3005. 


Are you paying rent on a poorly 
maintained property? 


Get the compensation you deserve! 


S No win no fee 

v' Potential for legal aid 

S Free initial assessment 

v' Leading law firm for social housing disputes 


n 


Alex from South London 

received 


£10,500 

L in compensation j 



"They were excellent in 
every respect. I can't think 
of anything that they could 
have done better" 



Call us free on 0800 437 0322 

We're ready to help you get the compensation you deserve 

180 North Gower Street, London, NW1 2NB 

www.hja.net 
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hodge jones & alien 


solicitors 


NEWS FROM 
NICK... 

with Nicholas Paget-Brown, 
Leader of the Royal Borough 
of Kensington and Chelsea 


Council proposing to make 
surcharge on empty homes 



ensington and Chelsea set a 
budget last week. It still 
.needs to be approved by the 
full Council on 4 March and I dare¬ 
say some heated debate will ensue so 
those of you who enjoy a bit of a row 
could do worse than to pop along to 
the council chamber on that Wednes¬ 
day evening. 

Personally I’m quite proud of our budget. 
With one small exception, there are no 
council tax increases, and no significant 
loss of services either. That’s pretty good I 
think, given that we are in the fifth year of 
national austerity. 

But fear not, I am not 
going to spend this entire 
column hammering on 
about our balance sheet. 

Instead I want to focus on 
that small exception I just 
mentioned: from April 
this year, we will start 
charging a 150 per cent 
council tax on homes that 
have been left empty for 
over two years. 

On current figures, that means the some 
600 council tax payers will be paying half 
as much again on their homes. 

Now as a conservative, I instinctively 
think homeowners should have some lati¬ 
tude about what to do with their own prop¬ 
erty, but as someone once said, your liberty 
to swing your arm stops at my nose. 

To take a recent example, when you have 
hundreds of mega-basements all being dug 
at the same time, that is a metaphorical 
punch on the collective nose of the citi¬ 
zenry and so the Council took action. 

I think the same principle applies with 
long-term empty homes. 

The problem with leaving homes empty 
for months and years is that once there are 


The problem with 
leaving homes empty 
for months and years is 
that once there are 
hundreds doing it, our 
streets start to lose their 
vitality and our shops 
their trade. 


hundreds doing it, our streets start to lose 
their vitality and our shops their trade. 
And if there is a serious housing shortage 
at the same time that hundreds of homes 
are being left empty, well in my view that 
starts to put a bit of a strain on the old so¬ 
cial fabric. 

So that, in a nutshell, is why we have in¬ 
troduced this council tax surcharge or pre¬ 
mium, call it what you will. Not that many 
other councils have done so. One that has 
is Camden and it reports that the surcharge 
has helped to reduce the number of empty 
homes. I hope the same happens here in K 
and C. In the meantime it will raise a mod¬ 
est but useful sum of 
money to help keep our 
services to residents run¬ 
ning. 

But please don’t start 
thinking that the sur¬ 
charge is all we are doing 
to help relieve the hous¬ 
ing shortage. It isn’t. 
Those of you who are in¬ 
terested can find out 
more about our efforts at 
www.rbkc.gov.uk 


• ASK NICK: A conversation with 
the Council Leader. 

Cllr Nick Paget-Brown wants to 
know what the Council is doing well, 
what we can improve and hear any 
of your suggestions for the future. 

Come along to the latest Ask Nick 
event on Thursday, March 5th 2015, 
6pm refreshments, starts 6.30pm 
at the Second Church of Christ, 
Scientist, Palace Gardens Terrace, 
W8 4RT 

www.rbkc.gov.uk/asknick 


KENSINGTON 
AND CHELSEA 


To contact the Leader of the Council, Cllr Nick 
Paget-Brown, email theleader@rbkc.gov.uk 
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■ WINNERS: Environment Minister Dan Rogerson pictured with Cllr Richard Beddoe,m Westminster 
City Council CXabinet member, and the winners abnd runners-up. 

Westminster wins Keep 
Britain Tidy award 


A CAMPAIGN to encourage 
dog owners to take responsi¬ 
bility for their pets and clean 
up after them collected one of 
the top honours at Keep 
Britain Tidy’s Diamond Ju¬ 
bilee Awards Ceremony in 
Liverpool. 

Westminster City Council’s 
Your Dog, Your Responsibility 
campaign won the Keep Britain 
Tidy Network’s Campaign of the 
Year Award, sponsored by Help¬ 
ing Hand. 

The council’s campaign aimed 
to tackle dog fouling and promote 
responsible dog ownership. It fea¬ 
tured a diverse range of activities 
and initiatives, including micro¬ 
chipping events, the targeting of 
dog fouling hot spots, using pro¬ 
motional stickers on 250 litter 
bins across the borough, installing 
800 dog fouling enforcement 
signs and distributing 40,000 ‘poo 
bags’. 


Westminster City Council was 
one of 11 winners whose achieve¬ 
ments were recognised at the cer¬ 
emony, in the presence of 
Environment Minister Dan 
Rogerson MP and Keep Britain 
Tidy’s Ambassador, TV presenter 
Kirstie Allsopp. 

The awards celebrated the ex¬ 
ceptional contributions that Keep 
Britain Tidy’s partners and sup¬ 
porters have made to the local and 
global environment. 

Cllr Richard Beddoe, Westmin¬ 
ster City Council cabinet member 
for city management, said:“This 
is an excellent achievement and 
the tremendous improvements 
that we witnessed since the 
launch of the campaign stands as 
a testament to the hard work, am¬ 
bition and innovation of those in¬ 
volved in the project.” 

Phil Barton, Chief Executive of 
Keep Britain Tidy, said: “Con¬ 
gratulations to Westminster City 
Council for winning the Keep 


Britain Tidy Network Campaign 
of the Year Award. The project is 
exceptional and, in the 12 months 
since the campaign was launched, 
has seen residents who see dog 
fouling as a problem drop to a 
ten-year low. Well done to every¬ 
one involved in this engaging 
campaign.” 

The City of London’s “No small 
problem” campaign and Black¬ 
pool Council’s Rover project 
came runner up in the Campaign 
of the Year category. 

Environment Minister Dan 
Rogerson said:“The kind of inno¬ 
vation and creativity shown by 
the nominees and winners of 
these awards plays a huge role in 
inspiring this action and I con¬ 
gratulate them on their efforts to 
keep our neighbourhoods clean 
and tidy. I hope their success in¬ 
spires more initiatives across the 
country to help manage waste and 
keep England litter-free.” 


Victory for the hacks in Parliament pancake race 


FOR sheer brutality Prime Minister’s Question 
Time has nothing on the annual pancake race 
which takes place on Shrove Tuesday 
between parliamentarians and the political press 
corp. 

The hotly contested battle has been taking 
place in Victoria Tower Gardens, in the shadow 
of Big Ben, since Tony Blair was Prime Minister 
17 years ago. 

Every year MPs, peers and political hacks com- 


Photo by: Ray Tang/REX 

pete for the coverted Tin Cup to raise funds for 
the disability charity, Rehab. 

Last week’s race saw a rare victory for the 
journalists’ team, captained by Sky’s Sophy 
Ridge, altough there were plenty of complaints 
about the tactics from the parliamentarians. 

Pictured right, Sophy Ridge and BBC com¬ 
mentator Ben Wright practice their pancake 
tossing before the start of the race. 


GET YOURSELF 
IN THE NEWS 

Do you have a story? 
Something to promote? 

An event coming up? 



Get the news on your news in the Weekly News 


Send to: editorial@londonweeklynews.co.uk 
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Kensington's new fitness centre 


Borough’s £29.4 million leisure 
centre one of best in London 


• NEW FACILITY IS ‘ABSOLUTELY STUNNING’ 


T HE new Kensington Leisure 
Centre will open its doors to 
the public for the first time 
on Monday, March 2nd, thanks to a 
£29.4m investment from the Royal 
Borough of Kensington and 
Chelsea. The new centre is one of 
the very finest in London, say coun¬ 
cil officials. 


For swimmers there is a 25-metre, eight-lane 
swimming pool, a 20-metre teaching pool with 
mobile floor, and gala spectators can watch 
from a 250-seat gallery. 

Facilities rival top private gyms 

There is also a 120-station gym which boasts 
the latest cardio and resistance machines, 
free weights and functional fitness kit from 
Technogym and D2F. 

In addition there is an eight-court multi-use 
sports hall, two fitness studios and 


sauna/steam facilities with treatment rooms. 
And for residents who prefer to take their ex¬ 
ercise in classes, a wide range will be on offer, 
including power pump, group cycle, aerobics, 
abs blast, step and sculpt, ‘bums turns and 
thighs’, box-fit, water workout, yoga, Pilates 
and Brazilian dance. 

Councillor Tim Ahern, Cabinet Member for 
Leisure, said: “The new leisure centre is ab¬ 
solutely stunning and we can legitimately 
boast that it is one of the best in London with 
facilities to rival the top private gyms. 


“Physical exercise is one of the most impor¬ 
tant things we can do to stay healthy and the 
range of facilities and classes on offer mean 
there is an activity to suit every age group.” 

Work on the project began in December 2012 
and the new centre, on Silchester Road, re¬ 
places one built in the mid-1970s, which itself 
replaced the Victorian Lancaster Road baths. 

• For more information on the new 
Kensington Leisure centre 
visitwww.better.org.uk/kensington 
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CHARITY APPEAL 



Join 
Corrie’s 
Kym and 
give up 
chocolate 
for your 
heart 



fl 



month! 


... but only for a 


■ I’M writing to you and your read¬ 
ers to encourage you all to join me 
and quit chocolate for the month of 
March as part of a new British Heart 
Foundation (BHF) fundraising cam¬ 
paign: DECHOX™. 

DECHOX™ is a sponsored chal¬ 
lenge calling on all chocolate lovers in 
London to give up their favourite 
sweet treat for the month of March to 
help raise money for the BHF. 

Dechoxers are encouraged to raise 
money throughout the month by ask¬ 
ing friends, family and colleagues to 
sponsor them to take on the chal¬ 
lenge. They can also donate the 
money they’ve saved from ditching a 
cheeky chocolate bar at work or that 
naughty dessert after a meal out. 

I have been personally affected by 
the issues surrounding heart disease. 
My father has had both a cardiac ar¬ 
rest, at the age of 49, and a heart at¬ 
tack two years ago, when he was 67, 
while my son, David, contracted a 
heart infection last year, despite hav¬ 
ing no known pre-existing heart con¬ 
ditions. So I know the terrible effect 
that heart disease can have on a fam- 

Uy- 

That’s why I’m encouraging every¬ 
one in London to join me and take 
part in DECHOX™ and give up 
chocolate for the month of March to 
help raise money for lifesaving heart 
research. It’s going to be difficult for 


people who love chocolate, like me, 
but we’ll all be in it together and it’s 
for such a great cause. 

Anyone can sign up to DECHOX™ 
for free at bhf.org.uk/dechox. You can 
also take part on social media by 
using #DECHOX and sharing your 
stories and tips for giving up choco¬ 
late. Join me and we can fight for 
every heartbeat together. 

Kym Marsh 
Actress 

•ABOUT the British 
Heart Foundation 
For over 50 years the British Heart 
Foundation (BHF) has pioneered re¬ 
search that’s transformed the lives of 
people living with heart and circula¬ 
tory conditions. The BHF’s work has 
been central to the discoveries of vital 
treatments that are changing the fight 
against heart disease. But so many 
people still need help, from babies 
born with life-threatening heart prob¬ 
lems to the many mums, dads and 
grandparents who survive a heart at¬ 
tack and endure the daily battles of 
heart failure. By joining the fight for 
every heartbeat in the UK, every 
pound raised, minute of your time 
and donation to BHF shops will help 
make a difference to people’s lives. 
For more information on the BHF, 
visit bhf.org.uk 
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Prestigious awards for 
the Tool Shop Group 


THE Central London-based 
Tool Shop Group has been 
named British Hardware Feder¬ 
ation Retailer of the Year - one 
of the most prestigious acco¬ 
lades in the hardware business. 

Tool Shop was assessed on 
business etiquette, profession¬ 
alism, store ambience and rep¬ 
utation. 

The Tool Shop Group prides 
itself on having well trained, 
committed and empowered 
staff delivering excellent cus¬ 
tomer service. 

Competing against independ¬ 
ents and large multiple super¬ 
stores, this London SME 
demonstrated that it is a serious 
contender in today’s competi¬ 
tive DIY market. 



Tatf tout* 

Tool Shop 


Business News 

The Tool Shop Group have 
consecutively performed well 
and have now won the Britain’s 
Best Retailer Silver Award six 
out of the last eight years and 
achieved the coveted Gold 
Award twice in the last four 
years. These awards are pre¬ 
sented by the industry maga¬ 
zine “DIY Weekly”. 


“Our formula is simple”, says 
owner Vin Vara, “We have a 
range of products to suit trade 
and DIY users, well trained 
staff and an attitude which puts 
out customers first. I am par¬ 
ticularly pleased for my staff - 
this award recognises their 
commitment to our business.” 

The Tool Shop currently op¬ 
erates with 10 strong specialist 
shops: two in Waterloo, two in 
Westminster, one in Kenning- 
ton, one in Islington, two in 
Queensway, two in Maryle- 
bone, and also a large ware¬ 
house situated centrally to 
service all of their branches. 

See Tool Shop ad on page 11 


COMING SOON! 

The London Weekly News website is currently under 
construction. In the meantime, if you would like to view 
the LWN pages digitally, you can access them by clicking 
onto http://bit.ly/1vS5sl8 



CALVARY TEMPLE UPC 

Warmly Invites You To Our 46th 
Anniversary Celebration Service 
Join with us On Saturday 28 th February 
2015 at 5.30pm at Calvary Temple UPC 
1 Councillor Street, off Camberwell New 
Road, London SE5 OLY. 

Speaker: Bishop Micheal Mitchell 
(New York, USA) 

For further details please contact: 
0300 365 0375/020 7701 1658 

Email: ctchurchoffice@btconnect.com/ 
Website: www.calvarytempleupc.org 


Writing for the London 
Weekly News every 
week, London's most 
outspoken entrepreneur 


Charlie 
Pipes Up! 



Balls would be better 
off making companies pay 
their bills on time... 


W hile Ed Balls chases some 
bloke who trimmed his 
hedge for a receipt, he 
should have his attention focused 
on policy ideas that would ensure 
businesses get paid on time. 

Now don’t get me wrong, if you do a job 
and get paid for it you should pay the rele¬ 
vant amount of tax. 

As a plumber I have always been con¬ 
cerned about the ‘black economy’ with cash 
in hand deals, which goes 
hand in hand with poor 
quality and terrible service, 
that have played a major 
part in creating a shady 
reputation for our industry. 

It is a reputation I and 
many in my industry have 
battled against to make 
sure it is consigned to the 
waste pipe of business prac¬ 
tices. 

Of course, if this kind of 
tax avoidance happens on a 
larger scale it is serious, 
but chasing up the odd ten¬ 
ner here and there is small 
beer compared to the bil¬ 
lions of pounds owed to 
companies through late 
payment. 

And while Balls was all 
over the broadcast media on Sunday (and 
the morning papers) questioning the moral 
practices of the nation’s handymen, a 
smaller story was squirrelled away that has 
a bigger impact on the economy. 

According to Bacs research, late payment 
is resulting in more than three quarters of 
businesses waiting at least a month beyond 
agreed terms to be settled. 

Late payments have resulted in additional 


costs amounting to a massive £8.2bn a year, 
which is the equivalent of £677 a month for 
each affected company. 

If you think that figure is mind-blowing, 
consider that Bacs’ study has revealed that 
companies employing less than 250 people 
are owned a staggering £32.4bn in overdue 
invoices. 

The impact late payments have on small 
firms can be devastating. It also seriously af¬ 
fects the economy too. Companies are forced 
to rely on overdrafts or delay paying bills 

and staff. Some bosses have 
taken pay cuts to keep cash 
in their businesses to cover 
shortfalls. 

This is a practice that has 
to stop. The government- 
backed Prompt Payment 
Code, which encourages bet¬ 
ter treatment of suppliers, 
is a step in the right direc¬ 
tion as are government pro¬ 
posals to force businesses 
with more than 250 staff to 
publish details of how long 
they take to pay their bills. 

However, there is a real 
need to get tough with these 
companies for the sake of 
the country’s SME back¬ 
bone and the economy. 
Money greases the wheels of 
business, but if big firms 
keep the cash in their pockets for too long 
the cogs will seize up and firms will have to 
shed jobs, cancel investments and reduce the 
amount they pay to the Treasury. 

So if Ed Balls wants to try and clamber 
back any semblance of credibility with the 
business community he’d be better off 
switching his focus from odd job men to 
companies that should pay their suppliers 
what they’re owed on time. 


^ The impact late 
payments have on 
small firms can be 
devastating. It also 
seriously 
affects the 
economy too. 

Companies are 
forced to rely on 
overdrafts or delay 
paying bills 
and staff ^ 


Views expresed are those of the author and no necessarily those of this newspaper 
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Lambeth 

Clinical Commissioning Group 



We are part of your local NHS and we plan Health Services for 
Lambeth. Our Governing Body includes seven local GPs. 

'Our Mission is to improve the health and reduce health inequalities of 
Lambeth people and to commission the highest quality health services 
on their behalf.’ 


Adrian McLachian All of our Governing Body Meetings are held in public; 

chair, op come along to our next one: Wednesday 4 th March 2015 


Main Hall 

Roots and Shoots 

Walnut Tree Walk 

Kennington 

London 

SE11 6DN 

Disabled access 


12.00 — 1.00pm Public Forum 

An open session for members of the public to ask questions, talk about what's important to you 
and how we involve local people in our plans. 

1.00pm - 4.00pm Formal meeting of the Governing Body 

For more details or to submit a question to the Governing Body please contact Pamela Handy at: 

lamcca.maiNSnhs.net 

To see the agenda and supporting papers please visit our website after 25'” February 2015: 

www.lambethcca.nhs.uk/news-and-pubtications/meeting-papers/qoveming-bodv 

It’s your local NHS - get involvedl 


For more information on how you can help us shape health services in Lambeth contact: 

http://www.lambethccq.nhs.uk/Contact-us/Pages/default,aspx 



John Balazi Raj Mrtra 


Improving 
health and 
reducing 
health 
inequalities 
in Lambeth 
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Boris’ alter ego to star in new 
‘Spitting Image’ style show 


BORIS Johnson is to star in a new TV satire 
show - as a plastic puppet. 

The Mayor of London is to be one of the 
cast of Spitting Image-style characters in a 
new ITV series which will poke fun at politi¬ 
cians and celebrities. 

ITV will start screening Newzoids in April as 
part of its coverage of the run-up to the gen¬ 
eral election. 

It will be the first time that TV has had a 
political puppet show since the controversial 
Spitting Image ended its 12-year run in 
1996. 

Mop-haired Boris will be featured in the 
show preparing to run for Parliament whilst 
Prime Minister David Cameron fears that he 
is after his job leading the Conservative 


Party. In other sketches he will clash with 
would-be Mayor Russell Brand over the best 
way to run London. 

Other political figures who will be mocked 
by the new comedy will include Ed Miliband, 
Nigel Farage, Nick Clegg and President 
Putin. 

ITV says Ed Miliband will feature in an Ant 
and Dec spoof called "I'm A Catastrophe, Get 
Me Out Of Here". 

The six-part series will also feature Simon 
Cowell, Prince Harry, Harry Styles and Lady 
Gaga. In one sketch already scripted. Profes¬ 
sor Brian Cox will discover a new planet 
which turns out to be Kim Kardashian's bot¬ 
tom. 


Young mum up for 4 Super Achiever’ award 


A LONDON mum has been 
shortlisted for Working 
Mum of the Year in Pitman 
Training’s SuperAchievers 
Awards 2015. 

Alexandra Hodgens, who less 
than five years ago could not 
speak a word of English but de¬ 
cided to work hard towards a ca¬ 
reer in accounting to secure a 
good life for herself and her 


daughter, has been confirmed as a 
finalist in the National Awards. 
She will now face a high profile 
judging panel before the winners 
are announced on Friday, Febru¬ 
ary 27 th. 

Identified alongside three other 
nominees in the Working Mum of 
the Year category, Alexandra was 
chosen for her incredible perse¬ 
verance and determination to 
overcome several obstacles in 


order to achieve her career goals. 

Russian born Alexandra, came 
to England just five years ago and 
even though she did not know the 
language, she was undeterred and 
began thinking about how she 
could best attain a secure future 
for herself and her daughter. 

Whilst learning the language, she 
came to realise that working with 
English as a second language, 
having a young daughter and little 
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■ DETERMINED: Alexandra Hodgens with her daughter 
Victoria 


experience would prove a barrier 
to having a rewarding career. 

When thinking about what pro¬ 
fession to get into, having already 
achieved an engineering degree 
and with a natural flair for mathe¬ 
matics, she decided that account¬ 
ancy would give her not only 
excellent employment prospects 
but also offer her a career which 
meant she could work without 
compromising her precious time 
with her daughter. 

After making her decision, 
Alexandra started to study for her 
AAT (Association of Accounting 
Technicians) qualifications with 
Pitman Training High Holborn, 
whilst also working part-time. 

Keen to achieve her goals, 
Alexandra managed to complete 
her diploma within just eight 
months - four months before 
schedule. A further true testament 
to her dedication came almost im¬ 
mediately after achieving her AAT 
Level II qualification when she 
gained a position in a Financial 
Consultancy. 

With the support of her husband, 
all that she has achieved so far has 
been done with her daughter’s fu¬ 
ture and wellbeing at the forefront 
of her mind. 

Not content with her achieve¬ 
ments so far, Alexandra decided 
to continue her training and is now 
working towards her Level III 
Qualification with the hope of be¬ 


coming a Professional Account¬ 
ancy Consultant. She says of her 
daughter’s impact on her career: 
“Sometimes when buried in work 


or study, just seeing her cheeky 
smile gives me all the motivation 
I need to plough through and suc¬ 
ceed in my goal.” 


Superstore toy exchange benefits Bamardo’s 


THIS year’s Argos Toy Ex¬ 
change provided a bumper 
bonus for some of the UK’s 
most disadvantaged children, 
recent figures show. 

Barnardo’s stores in London re¬ 
ceived 829 bags of donated pre¬ 
loved children’s toys worth 
£9,948, thanks to the partnership 
with the leading toy retailer. 

During the eight-week Toy Ex¬ 
change campaign with Argos, do¬ 
nations across the UK totalled 
£663,996. 

Barnardo’s director of retail and 
trading, Gerard Cousins said: 


“This is the third year of the part¬ 
nership and we are delighted that 
the Argos Toy Exchange has again 
proved such a success, particularly 
in such a challenging economic 
climate. The donations we re¬ 
ceived ahead of the busy Christ¬ 
mas period gave a substantial 
boost to our stock and provided a 
real festive bonus. 

“Donations are absolutely essen¬ 
tial, to keep our stores trading. All 
profits from selling these toys are 
ploughed directly into Barnardo’s 
work with vulnerable and disad¬ 
vantaged children, so a huge 
thank-you to everyone in the re¬ 


gion who has taken part.” 

The Toy Exchange is in the third 
year of a partnership between toy 
retailer Argos and children’s char¬ 
ity Barnardo’s. It encouraged 
Argos customers to donate their 
pre-loved toys at stores, to be sold 
through Barnardo’s network to 
raise money to benefit some of the 
most disadvantaged children and 
young people across the UK. 
Those making donations were re¬ 
warded with a voucher offering £5 
off a £35 spend on toys at Argos, 
with vouchers valid right up until 
Christmas Eve. 
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Charity walking challenge 



in memory of father 


Best foot forward for charity 


B roadcaster Jonathan Dim- 
bleby is taking on an endurance 
challenge this summer in celebra¬ 
tion of the charity founded in honour of 
his father, Richard, who died 50 years ago 
this year. 

As chairman of the charity, Jonathan is leading 
Dimbleby Cancer Care’s 50/50/50 event on Fri¬ 
day, June 5th - a 50km walk through London 
during the night that aims to raise £50,000. 

Dimbleby Cancer Care was set up in 1966 in 
memory of broadcaster Richard Dimbleby and 
is based at Guy’s and St Thomas’ hospitals in 
London. It gives practical and psychological 
support to people living with cancer and to their 
families and carers. 

Jonathan said: “This year kick starts our char¬ 
ity’s 50th anniversary. We want to mark the oc¬ 
casion with a great event that also raises lots of 
money. I’ve never walked around London at 
night. It’s a long way but I am really looking for¬ 
ward to it - though I haven’t spoken to my feet 
about it yet! 

“We are starting at St Thomas’ which is where 
my father spent his last days. His only complaint 
was the pillows were too hard. This was the 
stimulus that made us decide to make a contri¬ 
bution to the needs of people living with cancer. 

“I hope that lots of sympathisers will join me 
to raise the kind of money needed to sustain this 
work and boost our ‘Care for the Future’ ap¬ 
peal.” 

Starting in the evening, the walk’s route takes 
in famous London landmarks including Trafal¬ 
gar Square, Buckingham Palace, the British Mu¬ 
seum, the Tower of London, Canary Wharf and 
Greenwich. The event, which is sponsored by 


Leon, starts at St Thomas’ hospital and finishes at 
Guy’s hospital, the two hospitals where the charity 
provides its services. 

Participants can register as individuals or in 
groups to take part in the event. If they register be¬ 
fore March 5 they will receive a discount on the 
registration fee. 

All the money raised will go towards the charity’s 
‘Care for the Future’ appeal, which aims to raise 
£500,000 over the next two years so that it can con¬ 
tinue and expand its work within the cancer com¬ 
munity. 

To sponsor Jonathan please visit https://www.just- 
giving.com/Jonathan-Dimbleby-50-50-50/ 

To take part in the event or for more information 
please visit http://www.dimblebycancercare.org/ 
50-50-50 


THESE BOOTS ARE MADE FOR 
WALKING: Jonathan Dimbleby 
planning a 50km walk to raise 
funds for the charity set up in 
memory of his father Richard. 
The route is below. 


DIMBLEBY Cancer Care was set up in 1966 in 
memory of broadcaster Richard Dimbleby and 
is based at Guy's and St Thomas' hospitals in 
London. It provides practical and psychologi¬ 
cal support to people living with cancer and 
to their families and carers. 

The'Care for the Future'appeal aims to raise 
£500,000 over two years so that it can con¬ 
tinue and expand its work 
within the cancer community, | 
primarily in South East Lon- I | 

don. The appeal will conclude I Qrrbwh I 
with the opening of the new I M 

cancer centre at Guy's hospital 
in 2016 where the charity's In¬ 
formation and Support Services for cancer pa¬ 
tients will be based. Dimbleby Cancer Care will 
be celebrating its 50th anniversary in 2015/16. 

Every donation makes a difference, visit 
www.dimblebycancercare.org/donate to find 
out how to get involved. 


Locksmiths 
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■ OLYMPIA'S kitchen garden 


Marking Climate Change Week in the Royal Borough 


THE start of March will see a series of free events 
across Kensington and Chelsea to mark Climate 
Week, which runs from Monday, March 2nd to 
Sunday, March 8th, and residents of the Royal 
Borough are being invited to take part. 

The week begins with an opportunity to tour 
the largest community kitchen garden in the bor¬ 
ough as Olympia kitchen garden opens up its 
doors between 1.30pm and 3pm. Visitors to the 
garden, set on a disused platform at the iconic 
Olympia site, can find out how you can grow their 
own food. 

Meet the Climate Change Team, find out more 
about how to reduce your carbon footprint and 
pick up some fresh food by visiting Imperial 


Farmers'Market on Tuesday, March 3rd from 
10am to 1 pm or again on Saturday, March 7th at 
South Kensington Farmers'Market from 9.30am 
to noon. 

Have you ever wondered what it's like to go 
completely green and give up all the comforts of 
modern living? Then join the council for a 
screening of'No Impact Man', the story of how 
one man gave up electricity, fossil fuel powered 


transportation and shipped food, at Kensington 
Town Hall on Wednesday, March 4th from 6pm. 

Children can also get involved, with eco games 
and a treasure hunt in Holland Park on Sunday, 
March 8th from 2pm at the Ecology Centre. 

To find out more and see what else is on go to 
www.rbkc.gov.uk/climateweek or email envi- 
ronment@rbkc.gov.uk 


Arts Council funding provides a 
boost for contemporary festival 



Government help 
to access professional 


advice boosted our 


Marcus Whittington, Managing Director of Bath Boutigue Stays 


M BUSINESS 


Businesses wanting strategic advice can 
now get Government funding of up to £2,000 
to help with half the cost. To find out more, visit 


A GREAT 


greatbusiness.gov.uk/growthvouchers 


THE Royal Borough’s an¬ 
nual InTRANSIT Festival 
of Arts has been awarded 
funding from Arts Council 
England, for the purpose of 
building cultural engage¬ 
ment in the north of the 
borough. 

The Arts Council England 
Grants for the Arts award comple¬ 
ments the council’s ongoing com¬ 
mitment to regeneration in the 
north of the borough, which has 
seen over £57.4m investment in 
recent years. 

Reflecting the rise of site-re¬ 
sponsive theatre nationally, the 
festival has emerged over the last 
nine years as an innovative plat¬ 
form for experimentation and new 
collaborations in art and perform¬ 
ance; celebrating space, challeng¬ 
ing the role of audiences, 
responding to current issues and 
putting residents at the heart of art 
commissioning. 

InTRANSIT works with cutting 
edge companies such as London 


Contemporary Orchestra, Forest 
Fringe, Cardboard Citizens and 
New Movement Collective, while 
also commissioning and support¬ 
ing new work from emerging 
artists. 

Councillor Timothy Coleridge, 
the council’s cabinet member for 
arts, welcomed the grant award 
from Arts Council England and 
said: “InTRANSIT is our highly 
respected summer festival, which 
takes place each year in places and 
spaces across Kensington and 
Chelsea. 

“It excels in showing the highest 
quality contemporary arts and cul¬ 
ture for the enjoyment of our resi¬ 
dents, as well as Londoners as a 
whole, and our national and inter¬ 
national visitors too. 

“There is, of course, always 
more that can be done in bringing 
art and culture to everyone, so we 
are delighted to announce that In¬ 
TRANSIT has recently been 
awarded an Arts Council England 
grant to ensure that the festival de¬ 
livers even more, in particular 
through working in creative col¬ 


laboration with the many diverse 
communities of North Kensing¬ 
ton.” 

Following the success of In¬ 
TRANSIT Festival 2014, produc¬ 
tion and design team O’Neil/Ross 
return to curate this year's festival, 
which runs a month earlier than 
usual - from Friday, June 19th to 
Sunday 28th. 

A spokesperson for 
O’Neill/Ross said: “It is wonder¬ 
ful to be able to use elements that 
are already intrinsic to site-re¬ 
sponsive performance - location, 
architecture, society - to con¬ 
tribute to positive change. 

“It doesn't feel forced; all of our 
artists and companies are working 
in the community, with residents 
and local institutions, because it is 
a key part of their process. 

“Kensington and Chelsea is an 
extremely varied borough, which 
makes this an extremely relevant 
and challenging place in which to 
produce work." 

For more information and latest 
festival news visit 

w ww.rbkc .gov.uk/intransit. 


CAMPAIGNERS have launched an appeal to try 
to find any of the hundreds of women who built 
Waterloo Bridge during the Second World War. 

To mark the 70th anniversary of the bridge open¬ 
ing in 1945 a search has begun to find any remain¬ 
ing of the workforce of mainly women who built 
it, and to get them the recognition that they have 
long been denied. 

Waterloo Bridge is known as the “Ladies’ 
Bridge” to Thames boatmen, a nickname it was 
given because it was women who built it. 

But all records and photographs of the women 
who worked on the bridge were lost in the 1970s 
and now campaigners are hoping to rebuild an 
archive through the memories of Londoners. 

Some 24,000 women joined the construction 
industry during the war. In memory of their 
contribution, the Women’s Engineering Society is 
lobbying to have a blue plaque put on Waterloo 
Bridge. 

Although women built it, when Home Secretary 
Herbert Morrison opened the new bridge in 1945 
he neglected to give them the credit. 

In his speech, Morrison said: “The men who 
built Waterloo Bridge are fortunate men. They 
know that, although their names may be forgotten, 
their work will be a pride and use to London for 
many generations to come. The new bridge is a 
monument to their skill and craftsmanship.” 

Now the society wants to correct the official line 
and make the bridge a monument to the women. 

A documentary about the building of the bridge, 
made by film-maker Karen Livesey, will be shown 
at Somerset House on March 9th; but historians 
want to expand the story by hearing from any of 


■ PATHE news clip of Herbert Morrison open¬ 
ing Waterloo Bridge in 1945 

the women builders. 

“We need more of the stories to be told to make 
women’s contribution come alive,” said Dawn 
Bonfield, president of the Women’s Engineering 
Society. 

To contact the society, email office@wes.org.uk 


Singing sessions to expand 

A POPULAR singing for health programme that 
operates across the Royal Borough of Kensington 
and Chelsea is set to expand. 

Sing to Live, Live to Sing already runs weekly 
sessions at the Dalgarno Centre, W10 Chelsea 
Theatre, SW10 and the Response Community 
Project, SW5. 

The council wants to hear from community groups 
who work with, or know of, people who could ben¬ 
efit from singing, and existing singing groups to 
help identify how best to expand the programme. 

The council is asking voluntary and community 
organisations to complete a short survey at 
www.surveymonkey.com/r/rbkc-sing-to-live. 



In search of the women who built 
Waterloo Bridge 
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Popular duo to present a documentary celebrating 40 years of The Prince's Trust 
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Prince's Trust 


By Geoff Baker 

W HEN it comes to helping disad¬ 
vantaged young people, no politi¬ 
cian can hold a candle to him. In 
40 years of lending his hand, Prince Charles 
has put 750,000 youngsters back on their 
feet. 

Through the Prince’s Trust, Charles has become 
a dutch uncle to an army of teenagers in need and 
now TV is to tell the re¬ 
markable story of how the 
man set to be dubbed “the 
caring king” changed the 
face of charity. 

For the rest of the year 
TV cameras will probe in¬ 
side every aspect of the 
Trust to reveal how the 
royal youth-worker has bettered so many lives. 

And to front the story of “Uncle Charlie’s Army”, 
the Prince of Wales has chosen Britain’s most pop¬ 
ular chuckle brothers - Ant and Dec. 

Historically it’s been a Dimbleby or some other 
such broadcasting heavyweight who has landed the 
big royal gigs and few stars of light entertainment 
have had a look-in. 

Cheeky chappies 

But in choosing the nation’s favourite cheeky 
chappies, Clarence House has shown astute fore¬ 
sight as their ordinary bloke banter will help posi¬ 
tion Charles where he clearly wants to be - as a 
man of the people. 

“This isn’t going to be ‘I’m The Monarchy, Get 
Me Out Of Here’,” said an ITV insider. 

“But what the documentary will be, largely be¬ 
cause of Ant and Dec’s knack for gently pricking 
pomp and bringing everything down to earth, is a 
moving and illuminating film about how somebody 
so steeped in such privilege has helped to better 
lives bolster talent which might otherwise have 
been wasted. 

“The Trust has foster-fathered great successes 
over 40 years and has hugely humanised the con¬ 
nection between the rulers and the ruled.” 

The Prince's Trust aims to work with young peo¬ 
ple from four priority target groups. These are the 
long-term unemployed, people who have been in 
trouble with the law, people who are in difficulty 
at school, and people who have been in care. 

TURN to page 3 
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Film to chart 40 years of Prince's Trust 


Supporting young people right across the UK 


FROM page 1 

Each year the Trust helps around 50,000 young 
people. The Enterprise Programme is the scheme 
for which the Trust is best known and it helps 
young people start a business. The help provided 
usually consists of a loan of up to £4,000, which 
needs to be repaid by the young person together 
with 3 per cent interest. Each year young people 
pay the Prince's Trust around £360,000 in interest 
payments on their loans. 

More than 75 per cent of Trust-supported busi¬ 
nesses are still trading after one year and 59 per 
cent after two years. Some, like the accountancy 
software KashFlow started by Londoner Duane 
Jackson, have become hugely successful. 

Duane was in prison when he first heard of the 
Trust. Although blessed with a brilliant mind, his 
troubled upbringing had left him living in care, 
expelled from school and he was talked into drug 
trafficking. He was caught and served two and a 
half years. 

Support available 

While still in prison, Duane attended a seminar 
given by an ambassador from the Trust, who ex¬ 
plained the support available to those who 
wanted to turn their lives around. 

“I knew that with my criminal record no one 
was going to give me a job, but that talk made me 
realise I could get help to set up my own busi¬ 
ness,” he said. 

In 2003, having presented The Trust with a 
business plan, Duane was given a £2,500 loan 
and a £1,500 grant under the Enterprise pro¬ 
gramme - enough to get him kick-started with a 
desk, computer and business cards. He launched 


KashFlow officially in 2005, and by the time he 
sold it eight years later, it had 40 employees and 
20,000 customers. 

He sold his company for £20 million. 

Such success against the odds is the sort of story 
that Ant and Dec will explore for the 90-minute 
documentary slated for screening early next year 
to mark the 40th anniversary of the Trust. 

Like Alesha Dixon, Chris Evans, Michael McIn¬ 
tyre and Gary Lineker, Ant and Dec are long-term 
ambassadors for the Trust and in interviews with 
Prince Charles, other stars and those whom the 
Trust has helped, they will chart the rise of 
Britain’s most famous enterprise charity. 

ITV said: “Ant and 

Dec will gain a close ^ This is d 
perspective on The W • 

Prince's work as they U n I i| U c 

visit courses and opportunity 

Prince s Trust Cen f Qr us to „ et 

tres to get an inside . . , . 

look at the efforts under the skin 
made to help 13 to 30 of d © TG8t 
year olds, many of 

whom come from a organisation 

care background, and and its 

who deal with a founder % 

range of challenges, 
such as homeless¬ 
ness, mental health issues, unemployment, diffi¬ 
culties at school and crime.” 

Ant and Dec said: “We are hugely excited to be 
working with The Prince of Wales on our first 
project of this kind. We’ve worked with The 
Prince’s Trust for years and know what an incred¬ 
ible job they do of supporting young people right 
across the UK. 


SELL IT NOW, SELL IT LATER 


One of the leading UK auctioneers, John 
Nicholson’s, is offering a dual option route to 
market for all your unwanted possessions. This 
means that if you have something you want to 
sell, you have the option of getting paid for it 
now or putting it into one of their many 
forthcoming auctions. 

John Nicholson’s will be visiting many of the 
towns in the South East over the course of the 
next few months, includingSt. Barnabus Church, 
Dulwich on Monday 2nd March. 

With spring just around the corner, it’s time to 
recycle the very last of those unwanted 
Christmas presents. It’s also a great opportunity 
to clear out the attic, garage and top of your 
cupboards and wardrobes - and turn your 
clutter into cash. 

You’ve all seen the Antiques Roadshow. Every 
week people bring in things that a relative has 
left them in a will, they have had stored in a 
cardboard box for years and never thought 
about or have simply picked up at a car boot 
sale along with a host of other things. 
Sometimes they prove to be a real find worth 
tens of thousands of pounds but, even more 
often, they turn out to be just a few hundred or 
a little more. But that’s a welcome sum too. 
What is amazing is just how often people have 
no idea that these items have any value 
whatsoever. 

One John Nicholson’s customer was left 
stunned when she discovered that ‘a pretty 
vase’ which she bought in a junk shop in 
Maidenhead in the 1960s for £5 collected 
£18,000 at an Oriental sale held at John 
Nicholson’s last year. Over 18 times the 
estimated value! 

Little did she know that the vase, which she was 
about to take to the charity shop, was actually 
an 18th/19th century Chinese Ming-style blue 
and white porcelain bottle vase, with seal and 
mark of Qianlong. 

Our experience at John Nicholson’s over the 
years has taught us that nearly everyone has 
some sort of hidden gem among their 
belongings without realising it. It may not be 
worth a life-changing amount, but realising its 
value at a time of year when the post-Christmas 


blues -- and bills - are still with us means it may 
be worth spending half an hour rummaging 
through your things just to check.” 

John Nicholson’s are looking for any items, large 
or small which you can bring along to the venue; 
either to be valued for any forthcoming auction 
or to sell on the spot. Of particular interest are 
any oriental items, jewellery, objets d’art, silver 
and fine paintings. Don’t worry if the item is too 
large to bring, they will be happy to look at a 
good photograph and visit you in your home at 
a later date. 

John Nicholson says: “This is a really good time 
to de-clutter and even better, you could make 
money on some of those items you haven’t used 
or seen for many years. Many people are 
amazed at some of the things they considered 
worthless and which turned out to be worth a 
fortune. 

John Nicholson’s Fine Art Auctioneers have 
been operating for over 30 years in the South 
East and hold many auctions throughout the 
year. This year, they will also be holding a 
vintage car sale in July. You might also have 
seen them featured on many of the TV 
programmes, we have come to love, such as 
Bargain Hunt, Dickenson’s Real Deal and Posh 
Pawn. 

The Dulwich visit will be held at St. Barnabus 
Church, Dulwich SE21 7DG on Monday 2nd 
March between 10am-4pm. 

If you would like any more information regarding 
the forthcoming venture, please call 
01428 653727 or email 

sales@iohnnicholsons.com . You can also check 
out their website on www.iohnnicholsons.com . 



A Russian silver and enamel Kovsh, or drinking 
vessel, with an estimate of £8,000 - £12,000. 



■ CELEBRATION: On a visit to Thames College in London at the end of last year Prince Charles 
was invited to cut a cake to mark the 300th team of the Prince's Trust young people's training 
and education group 
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“This is a unique opportunity for us to get under 
the skin of a great organisation and its founder, to 
pose the questions we’ve always wanted to ask 
and to see the achievements of the young people 
celebrated.” 

Through the Trust, Charles has met Ant and Dec 
often and programme-makers are clearly hoping 
that the mutual admiration will result in TV 
magic, endearing the Prince in ways that previous, 
more-ponderous royal specials have not managed. 

Commenting on the TV duo at last year's Na¬ 
tional Television Award the Prince said: "I have 
had the great pleasure of meeting them on many 
occasions over the last fifteen years, as avid and 


generous supporters of The Prince’s Trust, taking 
time out from their extremely busy schedules to 
support and inspire those young people who come 
to us in disadvantaged and difficult situations. 

“As role models, they have led by example, 
showing a work ethic and a dedication that I know 
is appreciated by, and encouraging to, the many 
courageous young men and women who come to 
my Trust seeking guidance in trying to make a 
better life for themselves and in turn, in some 
cases, their families and communities." 

With admiration like that, Ant and Dec may get 
him in jungle yet. 


FULL details of future and recent events in the 
ever-busy diaries of the many members of The 
Royal Family are available from the official web¬ 
site www.royal.gov.uk but here’s the London 
schedule for the week ahead for Where To See A 
Royal. 

Tuesday, February 24th 

• The Countess of Wessex will attend the Torch 
Trophy Trust Awards at the Army & Navy Club, 
Pall Mall W1. 

• The Duke of Gloucester, as Grand Prior of the 
Most Venerable Order of the Hospital of St John 
of Jerusalem, will hold an investiture at the Priory 
Church of St John, Clerkenwell EC1, and will 
open the St John Ambulance National Headquar¬ 
ters, St John’s Lane EC1. 

• The Duchess of Gloucester, as Honorary Livery¬ 
man of the Worshipful Company of Basketmakers, 
will attend a Basketmaking Day at the Royal Na¬ 
tional Hotel WC1. 

Wednesday, February 25th 

• The Duke of Edinburgh, as Honorary Life Mem¬ 
ber of the Royal Aero Club, will hold a lunch for 
past and present chairmen at Buckingham Palace. 

• The Princess Royal, as President of the English- 
Speaking Union of the Commonwealth, will at¬ 
tend the English Language Awards at Dartmouth 
House, Charles Street W1. 

• The Duke of Gloucester, as Patron of the 
Nuffield Farming Scholarships Trust, will attend 
a lunch at Savills, Margaret Street W1. 


• The Duke of Kent will visit the Barkantine 
Community Nursery at Mellish Street El4. 

Thursday, February 26th 

• The Duke of Edinburgh, as Patron, will attend 
receptions at St James’s Palace for young people 
who have achieved the gold standard in the Duke 
of Edinburgh’s Award. 

• The Princess Royal, as Royal Fellow of the 
Academy of Medical Sciences, wil;l attend the 
Spring Meeting for Clinician Scientists at the 
Royal College of Physicians at St Andrew’s Place 
NW1. 

• The Duke of Gloucester, as Vice Royal Patron 
of the Almshouse Association, will attend a recep¬ 
tion at the House of Lords. 

Friday, February 27th 

• The Duke of Cornwall, as Chancellor of the 
University of Bath, will hold an alumni reception 
at St James’s Palace. 

Tuesday, March 3rd 

• The Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh will host 
a stay at Buckingham Palace by the President of 
the United Mexican States. 

• The Princess Royal, as Patron of UK Youth, will 
visit the Microsoft IT Youth Hub. 

• The Princess Royal, as Commandant-In-Chief 
of St John Ambulance, will open the Park Royal 
Complex NW10. 
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Call on behalf of troubled children 


Kate campaigns for children’s mental health 


By Geoff Baker 

J UST weeks after meeting disadvan¬ 
taged families in Kensington to tell 
them that they had a friend in her, the 
Duchess of Cambridge has thrown herself 
into another children’s support cam¬ 
paign as she fast becomes the 
Duchess of Childcare. 

Last month Campaigning 
Kate met one-to-one with 
parents and children helped 
by North Kensington’s 
Family Friends project, im¬ 
pressing the royal borough 
that their neighbour from 
the other side of the tracks 
was taking time out to try to 
help the needier. 

Her support for Family 
Friends follows her commitment 
to help children of parents with 
drug and alcohol problems through her 
charities M-PACT Plus and Action On Addic¬ 
tion and also help children through her Art Room 
project, which encourages children with low self¬ 
esteem to gain confidence through art. 

Now she is spearheading another crucial child 
campaign to help depressed and troubled young¬ 
sters after research has shockingly discovered that 
three children in every London classroom have 
mental health problems. 

Stigmatised 

A survey by the children’s mental health charity 
Place2Be has revealed that an alarming number of 
parents would rather sweep the stigmatised issue 
of their children’s depression under the carpet. 

Almost a third of parents of children aged five 
to 18 said they would feel embarrassed if their 
child wanted counselling at school, reflecting a 
long-time tendency for adults to pay little attention 
to children’s mental health. 

But as the charity’s research has also revealed 
that depression rates in teenagers have rocketed 
by 70 per cent in the past 25 years and one third 
of all 16 to 25-year-olds say they have thought 
about suicide, child champion Kate has come out 
fighting for the kids - bluntly telling London par¬ 
ents, “this needs to change!” 

In a remarkably-campaigning video posted on 
her own website, Kate has sent troubled children 
a strong message that she and Prince William are 


on their side. 

In the video, she says: “The challenges facing 
children today can often feel overwhelming. Both 
William and I have seen that many young people 
are struggling to cope with the impact of bullying, 
bereavement, domestic violence, family break¬ 
down and more. 

“Without support, the effects of these 
challenges can be traumatic, leading 
to serious issues such as anxiety, 
depression, addiction and self- 
harm. 

“The stigma around mental 
health means that many chil¬ 
dren do not get the help that 
they so badly need. 

“This needs to change! 
We need to help young peo¬ 
ple and their parents under¬ 
stand that it is not a sign of 
weakness to ask for help. 

“A child’s mental health is just 
as important as their physical 
health and deserves the same quality 
of support. No one would feel embarrassed 
about seeking help for a child if they broke their 
arm and we really should be equally ready to sup¬ 
port a child coping with emotional difficulties. 

“William and I sincerely believe that early action 
can prevent problems in childhood from turning 
into larger ones later in life. That is why we are 
both supporting Place2Be and children’s mental 
health, and I hope you will join us. 

“Together with open conversations and greater 
understanding, we can ensure that attitudes to¬ 
wards mental health change, and children receive 
the support they deserve.” 

Although it is highly unusual for a member of 
the Royal Family to insist that other families 
change their ways, the Duchess’s intervention is 
being welcomed in all corners as her huge popu¬ 
larity means that many will heed her call on behalf 
of troubled children. 

“We’re very grateful to have the support of the 
Duchess of Cambridge for this important cam¬ 
paign,” said Place2Be chief Catherine Roche. 

“By her raising awareness of the benefits of get¬ 
ting early support for mental health issues, we 
hope to change attitudes and help reduce the risk 
of complex and more serious problems when those 
children reach adulthood.” 

To learn more about ways to help troubled chil¬ 
dren, go to www.dukeandduchessofcambridge.org 
or www.place2be.org 





■ CAMPAIGNING VIDEO: The Duchess of Cambridge asking for a change in attitudes to 
children's mental health problems on her own website 
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Holidays 


February 

^ CALL US OR BOOK ONLINE 



Prague, Budapest 
& Vienna 

Flying direct from an airport 
near you 

Departs Mar to Oct 2015 

Discover and explore a trio of Europe’s 
finest cities and their delightful surrounding 
countryside, with included guided tours in 
each. A visit to Slovakian capital Bratislava 
completes this fully escorted tour. 

Price includes 

• Return flights direct to Prague from 
London Stansted, London Gatwick & 
London Heathrow 

• Seven nights’ bed and breakfast 
accommodation Prague (3), Budapest (2), 
and Vienna (2) 

• Fascinating guided tours in Prague, 
Budapest and Vienna 

• Visit to Bratislava 

• Comfortable scenic coach travel 
and transfers 

• Fully escorted by a friendly, experienced 
Tour Manager 

Applies to new bookings made in Feb 2015 on selected Air 
holidays. Quote code FEBSALE. May be withdrawn any time & 
can’t be used with any other offer. 

@ www.newmarket.travel/wpm18808 
(^) 0330 160 7742 quoting code WPM 

These holidays are organised & operated by J 

Newmarket Air Holidays Ltd. ABTA V7812. ATOL 
protected 2325. Subject to availability. Single ||ABTA 

supplements apply Standard phone charges The Travel Association 
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Carcassonne, 
Avignon & 
Provence 

Flying direct from an airport 
near you 

Departs Apr to Oct 2015 

Price includes 

• Return flights to France from London 
Stansted, London Gatwick & 

London Heathrow 

• A guided walking tour of historic, walled 
Carcassonne 

• Canal du Midi cruise 

• A full day visit to majestic Avignon and the 
stunning Roman Pont du Gard 

• Five nights’ bed & continental breakfast 
accommodation at the Ibis Carcassonne 
Est hotel (upgrade hotels available for a 
supplement) 

• Comfortable coach transfers and 
travel throughout 

• Fully escorted by a Tour Manager 
Applies to new bookings made in Feb 2015 on selected Air 
holidays. Quote code FEBSALE. May be withdrawn any time & 
can’t be used with any other offer. 

@ www.newmarket.travel/wpm16620 

(^) 0330 160 7742 quoting code WPM 

These holidays are organised & operated by wAf ) 

Newmarket Air Holidays Ltd. ABTA V7812. ATOL 
protected 2325. Subject to availability. Single wABTA 

supplements apply Standard phone charges The Travel Association 
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SHOWBIZ SPECIAL 


Arthur & George is brought to the small screen 


A change of pace for ‘Doc Martin’ 


by Geoff Baker 


I TV is preparing to carve a screen change 
for ‘Doc Martin’ star Martin Clunes, 
turning him dark and serious, and he 
says the prospect frightens him. 

Next month the TV GP will be reincarnated as 
Sherlock Holmes’ creator Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 
in a three-part adaptation of Julian Barnes’ ac¬ 
claimed novel, ‘Arthur & George’. 

If the drama is the ratings hit that it is tipped to 
be, ITV will make more series about Conan 
Doyle’s own detective work and create a whole 
new image for the actor still best-celebrated for 
championing blokes in ‘Men Behaving Badly’. 

Most actors would be jumping for joy, but Martin 
admits that playing a serious role for a change from 
seven series of ‘Doc Martin’ is intimidating. 

“I was quite terrified by the thought of taking this 
on,” he says. 

“It’s outside of my comfort zone. My comfort 
zone has been Doc Martin or documentaries about 
animals. That has been my life for so long, with lit¬ 
tle bits of acting along the way but never in the title 
role. 

“But this is completely different, it is actually 
quite big - and as he is a very famous Scotsman, I 
had to learn to speak with an authentic accent as 
well.” 

He was coaxed into the part by his wife, producer 
Philippa Braithwaite. 

“Philippa spent a great deal of time optioning the 
book and doing deals with agents, writers and ITV. 

“Arthur and George is a hugely successful book, 
and Julian Barnes didn’t need us to make a televi¬ 
sion programme of it, but Philippa very patiently 
and persistently pursued the idea. She swears there 
was no pressure, but there was pressure. 

“I am sure if somebody else had said: ‘why don’t 
you do this’ I would have said: ‘I’m a bit scared’.” 

Miscarriage of justice 

The drama is based on true events in which 
Conan Doyle pursued a notorious miscarriage of 
justice. Set in 1906 it follows Conan Doyle and his 
real-life Watson, his trusted secretary Alfred 
‘Woodie’ Wood, as they investigate the case of 
George Edalji, a young Anglo-Indian solicitor who 
was imprisoned for allegedly mutilating animals - 
a case which became known as the Great Wyrley 
Rippings. 

On his release from Pentonville Prison after serv¬ 
ing three years, Edalji was desperate to clear his 
name so he could return to his career. 

“The TV drama begins after the tragic death of 
Conan Doyle’s wife, Louisa. He is overwhelmed 
with grief, and unable to even find refuge in his 
writing. It is only when Woodie presents him with 
an apparent real-life miscarriage of justice to try 
and solve, that he can be roused to action; to use 
his own skills of detection to rival those of his fic¬ 
tional creation,” said an ITV spokeswoman. 

“On learning of George Edalji’s plight and read¬ 
ing the headlines concerning the Great Wyrley Rip¬ 
pings, Conan Doyle urges Woodie to arrange a 
meeting with George. 

“Arthur believes in George’s innocence, and sus¬ 
pects that he was, in fact, a victim of racial discrim¬ 
ination and police corruption. 



■ CLUNES is joined by Charles Edwards as his 
real-life Watson - his trusted secretary Alfred 
'Woodie'Wood 



Actor Martin Clunes confesses that taking 
on the dark role of Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle is way beyond his comfort zone 


sell after which the baby in “Doc Martin” is named, 
apparently loved the part. 

“He was very good. There never had to be a sec¬ 
ond take because Jim had wandered off. I had been 
teaching him various commands with a Scottish ac¬ 
cent because I needed him to be obedient around 
sheep, and I was surprised at how attentive he was.” 

After playing Doc Martin since 2004, Martin says 
he would be more than happy to bring more Conan 
Doyle stories to the screen. 

“Historically this wasn’t the only investigation Sir 
Arthur Conan Doyle became involved in. If people 
enjoy watching this and ITV are happy with that, 
then I am sure we could adapt some more of those 
cases.” 

Martin is currently working on a new a documen¬ 
tary for ITV which looks at man’s working relation¬ 
ship with animals around the world. Then he 
returns to the picturesque Cornish village of Port 
Isaac for a new series of “Doc Martin” at the end 
of March. 


■—-H 

■ MARTIN Clunes as Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle in Arthur & George and, inset, 
the Sherlock Holmes author himself 
W . ''Jr 


“By getting involved in the case, Arthur has un¬ 
leashed an old fury that is not yet sated. It is only 
by finding the true culprit, that Arthur can finally 
put the case, and his grief, to rest; whilst simulta¬ 
neously becoming part of a case that proved sin¬ 
gularly significant in English judicial history.” 

“Arthur & George” also features Conan Doyle’s 
relationship with Jean Leckie, a much younger 
woman, with whom he enjoyed a long, platonic, 
relationship whilst his wife was alive. Jean even¬ 
tually became his second wife. 

“At the time we find him in the story his wife 
has been dying of consumption for about nine 
years. They have all known it was going to 
come,” said Martin. 

“She dies right at the beginning of our story, 
which puts him in a strange place because he had 
been seeing Jean Leckie - you couldn’t say he had 
been having an affair because we are pretty cer¬ 
tain it hadn’t been consummated. His relationship 
with Jean was quite openly known about, even his 
wife knew, and the whole family knew too. 

“They all gave the friendship their blessing. But 
when his wife died he went into a spiral of guilt 
and became fed up with his own invention, Sher¬ 
lock Holmes. 

“He couldn’t get his other books published, 
couldn’t get people interested in them and they 
weren’t shifting. Then in his mail one morning, 
in this strange state, he gets a letter from George 
Edalji with press cuttings telling the story of how 
he had been wrongfully imprisoned for these 
ghastly crimes against livestock. 

“It triggers something in his imagination, and 
he gets fired up, and tries to use Sherlock 
Holmes’ forensic methods to solve the case. 

“It is kind of frustrating for him, because it is 
the real world, it is not fiction, and he can’t write 
what is going to happen, so things come and trip 
him up and surprise him. 

“I think he’s seized on this case as a distraction 
and something to occupy his mind. I think when 


you are very, very sad and you have noth¬ 
ing to do, it makes you sadder. 

“I think he becomes aware of that so 
he throws himself wholeheartedly into 
this, with great energy, and quite single- 
mindedly. That does seem to nourish 
him as the story unfolds, even though it 
doesn’t necessarily go as he’d like it to 
go, it is still the whole act of doing it 
which invigorates him. 

“What I love about the story is he had 
this tortured seven-year relationship. Then 
when Sir Arthur’s wife did die he went on 
this massive guilt trip. Working on this case 
sort of allowed him to marry Jean Leckie, and 
they did live happily ever after. Then they had 
three children. It was a tremendous love, and I 
like that. It could have fallen by the wayside, but 
it didn’t.” 


Quite a dandy 

“I’m full of admiration for Sir Athur, I like his 
application. I like his sense of empowerment, his 
confidence and the fact he wasn’t born to enor¬ 
mous wealth. And in all the photographs of him 
he is quite a dandy. Les Lansdowne, our costume 
designer, noticed that other gentlemen of the age 
would have just one watch chain, but Sir Arthur 
had two, just like the King. 

“But also I discovered that he could be quite 
bombastic, confident to the point possibly of ar¬ 
rogance, but not insensitive and definitely intelli¬ 
gent, and quite a Toad of Toad Hall. He was a man 
of adventure and hungry for experience. His 
wealth allowed him to investigate.” 

Although daunted by the demands of the role, 
which meant that he needed a dialect coach on the 
set so that he could work on the accent during 
breaks in filming, Martin was encouraged by hav¬ 
ing his own dog join the team to play Conan 
Doyle’s pet. 

Jack Henry, the actor’s five-year-old Jack Rus¬ 
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Can you provide a child 
with a safe space? 



fostering 

february 


Take that first step 
on a path to help a 
youngster find theirs. 

Did you know there are over 93,000 children 
and young people looked after in the United 
Kingdom, with some 67,000 living with loving 
foster families? 

Fostering February is a campaign to create 
awareness about what fostering is and 
dispel many myths that surround fostering. 

You don’t need to own your own home 
and you don’t need to be married. You can be 
gay, single, or divorced. You can still foster. 

Fostering February will help you learn more 
about the facts and be properly informed on 
how to become a foster carer. It will help you 
understand what is involved and how long the 
process could take. Most importantly, it will give 
you the opportunity to ask as many questions 
as you like. 

By taking the time to ask and find out more, 
YOU could make a truly amazing difference 
to a child or young person’s journey towards 
adulthood. 




Help us transform 
a child’s life. 

www.fostercarers.com 

0800 on 4695 
text Foster to 88020 


fkindercare 
1 fostering 


National Fostering Agency and Kindercare 
are proud to support Fostering February. 


rvfe 


national™ 

fostering 

agency 
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WINE&DINE 


The food and 
drink page for 
West London 


Easy Freezy with Shelina 



MASTERCHEF judges John Torode and 
Gregg Wallace aren't known for getting 
emotional on screen (unless the latter is 
enthusing about a buttery biscuit base). 
But 2012 contestant Shelina Permalloo's 
Mauritian-inspired cooking left the firm 
but fair pair all a-flutter. 

First, there was Torode, who welled up 
after tasting Permalloo's exotic deep-fried 
soft shell crab. 

"He had tears in his eyes; I think he said 
he'd come home," former charity worker 
Permalloo recalls. "It was one of those 
turnaround moments, when I realised you 
shouldn't fake what it is that you love, 
and if you love what you cook, other peo¬ 
ple love it too." 

Then there was former greengrocer 
Wallace, who described Permalloo's 
cooking as "sunshine on a plate". 

"When I discovered he loved mangoes 
nearly as much as me, I shoved mangoes 
in everything," she says. 

Born in Southampton to Mauritian par¬ 
ents but now based in Tooting, Permalloo 
has been busy with two cookbooks, 
restaurant work and foodie roadshows 
since her MasterChef triumph. 

Her latest project is the Love Your 
Freezer campaign with Sainsbury's, 
which aims to inspire families to get the 
most from their freezers. 

"Frozen food doesn't have to be the 
breadcrumbed, heavy things that people 
typically think of. It can be light, fresh, 
and perfect for winter as well," says 
Permalloo. 

"I think freezers have had a bad rep for 
a long time, and the most important thing 
about using your freezer is making the 
most of it - making things colourful, fresh 
and full of flavour." 

The 31-year-old does admit to having 
found a few random ingredients in the 
"abyss of the freezer" from time to time - 
including an exploded bag of frozen 
thyme. 

"It happens to the best of us," she says. 
"Organising your freezer's really impor¬ 
tant, labelling it properly and cycling it 
the way you would with your fridge." 

Much of Permalloo's cuisine is inspired 
by her mother, Sheila, with whom she re¬ 
cently enjoyed a trip to Mauritius. 

So who's the better cook these days? 
"My mum's food is what I crave when¬ 
ever I've been away or I'm feeling low, or 
I've got a cold. Technically, I've got more 
skills than her, but she's definitely the bet¬ 
ter cook," Permalloo says. 

"Mum loves my food, she's really sup¬ 
portive. She's all about taste and smell - 
an old school cook, no measurements, 
just feeling as she goes along. I think 
that's the best way to cook." 

Permalloo, aunt to four nephews, who 
range in age from one to nine, says: "All 
the kids love getting involved in food, 
they get really excited. If they can be in¬ 
volved in the process, they want to eat it," 
she says. 

"Kiran, who's seven, is a little foodie. I 
can definitely imagine him being the next 
judge on MasterChef - he's very, very 
shrewd with his words." 

Permalloo admits it's been "an incredi¬ 
ble couple of years" since she picked up 
her MasterChef trophy. 


However, even though some " really 
great experiences" have come her way, 
"don't ever forget where you came from", 
she adds. 

"Being close to the family for me is 
what food was always about. I can't live 
without them at all." 

Here is one of Permalloo's recipes to 
take you from freezer to fork. 

BEJEWELLED RICE WITH 
PRAWNS 

(Serves 4) 

6tbsp olive oil 
6 cardamom pods 
2 bay leaves 
1 cinnamon stick 

200g basmati rice, rinsed and drained 



400ml chicken stock or vegetable stock 
4tbsp pomegranate seeds 
225g frozen prawns 
(thoroughly defrosted) 

Small pinch of saffron 

2tsp cumin seeds 

lOOg toasted flaked almonds 

150g frozen chopped onions 

Pinch of salt 

Green salad, to serve 

On a medium heat, fry off all of the 
spices (cardamom pods, bay leaves, cin¬ 
namon stick) in one tablespoon of oil for 
approximately two minutes, and then add 
the rice and toast (cook in the frying pan) 
for a further two minutes. 

Add the stock and bring the mixture to 
a boil before covering it with a tight fit¬ 
ting lid, and then turn the heat down to a 
low simmer to cook for 10 minutes. 

Stir in the pomegranate seeds and the 
defrosted prawns and cook for a further 
five minutes. 

Add the saffron to a small splash of 
boiling water and scatter it on top of the 
cooking mixture. Cover the pot again, 
turn off the heat and let it sit for five min¬ 
utes. 

Meanwhile, over a medium heat, fry the 
cumin seeds with the frozen onions and 
a pinch of salt in the remaining oil until 
they turn golden. Add the almonds to this 
mixture then turn off the heat. 

To serve, carefully toss the onion mix¬ 
ture into the rice and serve alongside a 
green salad. 



MARK HIX'S RECIPE 
OF THE WEEK 


RICOTTAWITH 
SPICED RHUBARB 

Serves 4 


T his is a dead-simple dessert to execute for a dinner party 
with no complicated cooking techniques. Try to buy the 
best-quality ricotta possible, as there are some cheap 
rogue ones on the market - it would be a shame to ruin this 
lovely dessert. 

250-300g rhubarb, trimmed 
150g granulated sugar 

2tbsp ginger liqueur or a couple of good pinches of 
ground ginger 

A good pinch of dried chilli flakes 
2tsp grenadine 

250-300g good-quality ricotta at room temperature 

Cut the rhubarb into 3cm x 'Acm-thick batons or into 1cm chunks. 
Put the sugar, ginger, chilli and grenadine into a saucepan with 
200ml water, bring to the boil and simmer for a few minutes until 
it's reduced by one-third. 

Stir in the rhubarb, cover and leave to sit off the heat until the 
rhubarb is just cooked. 

If the heat of the syrup hasn't cooked the rhubarb, pop it back on 
the heat for 30 seconds or so, then leave to cool. If the syrup isn't 
thick enough, remove the rhubarb and simmer the syrup until it 
thickens, then leave to cool and mix back with the rhubarb. 

To serve, just spoon the ricotta on to serving plates and spoon the 
rhubarb and syrup around. 





WIN LUNCH AT HIXTER 

If you would like to be in with a chance of 
winning lunch for two at Hixter City or 
Bankside just answer this simple question: 
• What year did Shelina Permalloo 
win MasterChef? 

Email your answer to 
competitions@londonweeklynews.co.uk 
by Friday March 13th 2015 and include your 
name and telephone number. The winner will 
be notified by email or telephone. 

Normal competitor} rules apply 
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Exhibitions pay tribute to the Iron Duke 


Marking 200 years since the Battle of Waterloo 


T HE Duke of Wellington’s handwrit¬ 
ten orders from the Battle of Water¬ 
loo, his battle sword, and a pair of 
original ‘Wellington Boots’ are among the 
objects that will go on display in 
two new exhibitions this year at 
the two central London prop¬ 
erties associated with the 
battle and its victorious 
commander - Welling¬ 
ton Arch and Apsley 
House. 

On June 18th, 1815, 
in a terrible confronta¬ 
tion in present-day 
Belgium, the first 
Duke of Wellington 
commanded an al¬ 
lied army which, 
aided by the Pruss¬ 
ian forces of Mar¬ 
shal Blucher, 
finally defeated the 
French Emperor, 

Napoleon Bona¬ 
parte. The victory 
ended over 20 years 
of conflict in Europe 
and the wider world. 

Opening on Satur¬ 
day, April 18 th 2015 
and to mark the Water¬ 
loo bicentenary, the two 
exhibitions at Apsley 
House and Wellington 
Arch will together explore 
the life of the Iron Duke and 
one of the most important battles 
in English and European history. 

The 9th Duke of Wellington, who 
still lives at Apsley House, 
said: “In the year of the bicen¬ 
tenary of the Battle of Waterloo 
I am so pleased that both Aps¬ 
ley House and The Wellington Arch will be hosting 
special exhibitions. 

“We will be honouring and commemorating one 
of the most important battles in European History; 
the principle legacy of the battle was the long period 
of peace in Western Europe.” 

English Heritage’s Josephine Oxley, Keeper of the 
Wellington Collection at Apsley House and 
Wellington Arch, said: “We’ve brought together a 
fascinating collection of surviving objects from the 
19th century’s most important battle, the ‘Great 
War’ of its age. Wellington Arch, the monument to 
the Duke and his famous victory, is the perfect 
venue in which to tell the story of Waterloo and ex¬ 
plore its significance and its legacy. 

“At Apsley House, we’ll look at the man behind 
the battle, what drove him and how Waterloo trans¬ 
formed him, both in public and in private. And 200 
years after Waterloo, we’ll also reveal the scale of 
the banquets Wellington held every year to mark the 
early anniversaries of the battle.” 


Bernard Cornwell, author of 'Waterloo: The His¬ 
tory of Four Days, Three Armies and Three Battles' 
and the Sharpe historical novels set during the 
Napoleonic Wars, said: “The importance of Water¬ 
loo is that it brought to an end 75 years of rivalry be¬ 
tween Britain and France, and marked the 
beginning of the ‘British century’. It is 
a punctuation mark in history, and 
punctuation marks are vital mo¬ 
ments. 

“For me, as a storyteller, 
Waterloo is also the most 
magnificent and com¬ 
pelling story; a story of 
horror and bravery.” 
Built in 1825-27, 
Wellington Arch at 
Hyde Park Comer was 
intended as a procla¬ 
mation of Welling¬ 
ton’s victories over 
Napoleon. The Arch 
is surmounted by the 
largest bronze sculp¬ 
ture in Europe, de¬ 
picting the angel of 
peace descending on 
the four-horsed char¬ 
iot of war. 

A new exhibition at 
Wellington Arch: Wa¬ 
terloo 1815 - The Bat¬ 
tle for Peace, will give 
an overview of the bat¬ 
tle, the reasons for it, the 
people involved in it, and 
its legacy. Items on display 
include the sword the Duke of 
Wellington carried at Waterloo, 
his handwritten battle orders on 
scraps of vellum, and an original 
pair of ‘Wellington boots’. The leather 
boots that Wellington had cus¬ 
tom-made for campaigning were 
much admired and imitated: 
adapted over the years to new 
materials, they still remain popular today. 

Apsley House stands opposite the Wellington Arch 
- still home to the Dukes of Wellington today, Aps¬ 
ley House has changed comparatively little since the 
first Duke lived there. The house was enlarged in 
1828 while Wellington was Prime Minister by the 
architect Benjamin Dean Wyatt. 

In 2015 the Waterloo Gallery - where Wellington 
held the annual Waterloo Banquets to commemorate 
the great victory - will be re-presented. A copy of 
the only surviving menu plan from the annual ban¬ 
quets will go on display and the magnificent Por¬ 
tuguese silver gilt centrepiece and dinner service 
will be returned to the Gallery, taking its place on a 
formal banqueting table. The service was commis¬ 
sioned by the Portuguese Council of Regency in 
1816 to honour Wellington’s role in liberating Por¬ 
tugal. 

Elsewhere in the house, a new exhibition will open 
with a host of Wellington and Waterloo memorabilia 
and visitors to Apsley House will be able to explore 
the collection via four new 
multimedia tours. 

Outside of London, Walmer 
Castle in Kent - where the 
Duke of Wellington spent 
part of each year in his role as 
Lord Warden of the Cinque 
Ports and where he died in 
1852 - will be redisplayed in 
2015 to shed light on the 
Duke and on the other fasci¬ 
nating figures from the cas¬ 
tle’s history. New displays 
will chart Wellington’s ca¬ 
reer, the story of his time 
spent at Walmer, his death 
there, and the iconic 
‘celebrity’ status he attained 
during and after his life. 




■ ARTHUR Wellesley, 

First Duke of Wellington 
portrait by Sir Thomas Lawrence 



BATTLE of Waterloo re-enactors, left, and above under the Wellington Arch. The photo 
below show the Arch lit up with the angel of peace bronze sculpture on top and Apsley 
House in the background 
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TALK OF THE TOWN 


MUSIC • THEATRE ★ PUBS 


Brit Awards or 

T HERE is a clip on YouTube called “Don’t Mess With Keith 
Richards” which pretty much sums up both the perils and the en¬ 
tertainment factor of performing rock and roll live on television. 
The short bit of film shows The Rolling Stones performing “Satisfac¬ 
tion” at the Hampton Coliseum in Virginia in 1981. Mick Jagger has 
barely finished the first verse of the song when Keith spots a fan running 
across the stage and straight for Mick. 

In a lightning move, Keith unstraps his guitar, holds it by the neck and 
swings it at the stage intruder, decking him in one blow. He then puts 
on his guitar again and continues playing the song. 

To date, the clip has been watched more than 5,300,000 times. The 
many comments posted below it are best summed up by one, “this just 
made my day”. 

Whilst taking onboard that the incident happened within a year of the 
murder of John Lennon, making Keith’s self-defence understandable, 
this is how we like our rock stars to behave - badly. 

And that is part of the reason why so many millions will tune in to 
watch The Brits on ITV this week, because the annual rock and pop 
awards are screened live and anything could happen, hopefully. 

Although The Brits are meant to be a celebration of all that is best 
about British music, it’s not to see whether Ed Sheeran wins Best Red¬ 
head that pulls in the viewers. We watch in the hope that this year will 
provide another classic Brit Moment. 

A few years ago the music industry cleaned up its coverage of The 
Brits and instead of us seeing stars and their entourages at booze-piled 
tables falling either over or out of their frocks we were confronted by 
pictures of them all sitting up straight in theatre seats looking rather 
dull. Many switched off as it was evident that not much vicarious fun 
was to be had here. 

But for this year’s Brit Awards the stars’ tables are back and the antic¬ 
ipation is high that the consequence of artists sitting at them drinking 
for hours as they wait for their name to be called may lead to some good 
old monkey business. 

We’ve not had a good Brits Moment for years. Yes, last year The Arc- 



‘Rock Stars Be 

By Geoff Baker 

tic Monkeys’ Alex Turner did deliberately drop a micro¬ 
phone onstage after a chippy speech, with the braggadocio taunt 
“you can bill me for that if you like”, but that’s hardly up there 
with Keith Richards is it, a rock star worth a reported £11 million 
offering to pay for a £30 piece of kit? 

Back at the 2009 Brits things appeared to be looking up a bit when 
the word went around backstage that Girls Aloud “would be per¬ 
forming naked”. But any expectation of an “oo-err” moment 
was soon killed stone dead when the Girls appeared 
hidden behind five-foot feather boas and clearly clad 
in body stockings. 

There was the occasion in 2000 when the dance 
DJ Brandon Block came onstage in an advanced 
state of intoxication to interrupt Ronnie 
Wood’s presentation of the Best Sound¬ 
track award, got into a bit of a slanging 
match with Ronnie and had to be 
hauled offstage by security after the 
Stones guitarist threw a glass of 
water in his face. That was quite 
fun, but again, not quite the same as 
getting felled by Keef’s Telecaster. 

The 2000 Brits was also the time 
when Robbie Williams had a good few of 
the crowd chanting “fight fight fight” when, 
after winning the award for best single, Robbie 
challenged Liam Gallagher to a tele¬ 
vised boxing match. SHOCK 

“So, anybody like to see me fight APPEAL: Will 
Liam?” said Robbie in reply to Liam’s Madonna have 
brother Noel calling him “the fat a j n ^ 
dancer from Take That”. 7 


Badly’? 


Robbie taunted: “Liam, a hundred grand of 
your money and a hundred grand of my 
money. We’ll get in a ring we’ll have a fight 
and you can all watch it on TV, what do you 
think about that?” 

But as Liam was not in the country at the time, 
let alone in the room, nothing came of it. 

No, for a good bit of ruck and roll we need to go 
way back to the Nineties when Brits really knew how 
to behave like brats. 

In 1998 there was the almost-amus¬ 
ing occasion when the ludicrously- 
named Danbert Nobacon of 
Chumbawamba threw some ice 
over cabinet minister John 
Prescott with the excuse, 
“if he has the nerve to 
turn up at the Brit 
Awards in a vain 
attempt to make 
Labour seem cool 
and trendy then he 
deserve all we can 
throw at him”. 

All very right-on and 
that, but ice? It’s not ex¬ 
actly a chair and this from an 
industry where, in the Sixties, a 
certain band’s manager used to 
hang critics by their ankles outside 
the windows of office blocks for writing 
a bad review. 

In fact, it’s been almost 20 years since 


• CONTINUED on page 21 


west one bathrooms 


NO REASONABLE 
OFFER REFUSED 


td. 



OPEN DAILY 10AM - 4PM 
SATURDAY 9AM - 5PM 
SUNDAY 10AM - 4PM 

See website for further details 


Unit 5 Kimber Centre, 54 Kimber Road, London SW18 4PP 
Tel. 07809 343116 


uuestonebathrooms.com 
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Queen of the West End is the new Top Cat 


West End star Kerry Ellis has taken over the role of Grizabella in 
Andrew Lloyd Webber's revival of Cats at the London Palladium. Since 
opening in December the role has been played by the much celebrated 
Nicole Schirzinger who, will be releasing the show's most famous song. 
Memory as a single. With plans for a Broadway transfer. Cats is once again 
the show everyone wants to see. 



By NICKY 
SWEETLAND 

LWN Theatre Critic 


H AVING emerged 
as one of the most 
talented musical 
stars, Kerry Ellis has 
played many of the 
biggest roles in musical 
theatre, but most fa¬ 
mously the green witch, 

Elphaba, in the smash hit 
Wicked. 

Kerry was Britain's first 
Green witch and also 
played the role on Broad¬ 
way. After a successful 
solo album and tour, she 
returned to Wicked last 
summer for another three month run. 

I caught up with Kerry during her first week as 
Grizabella, and she said: “It was all a bit crazy going 
in obviously. It's not very long and I'm going into an 
existing company. Taking over from Nicole and 
going into such an iconic show and singing such an 
iconic song, it's been a bit crazy but I have loved it. 
It's an amazing company, an amazing show and peo¬ 
ple love it, they really do.” 

This isn't the first big takeover role Kerry has ful¬ 
filled, having previously followed Idina Menzel into 
Wicked. I asked about how it was filling some diffi¬ 
cult shoes (or paws!). 

“I did actually go and see her Nicole do the show 
when she opened and she was fabulous.” 

Big song * 

I asked Kerry how she had prepared her big song, 
Memory, and if it was her first time performing it. 

“I've sung it a couple of times in different concerts 
but not the way it's done in the show. I've never re¬ 
ally got the meaning, as such, behind it. 

“I was really fortunate that Trevor Nunn came in 
and Gillian Lynne obviously, and Chris sie 
Cartwright. I got to work with all of them and get all 
of their information and the stories behind the song 
which was so important. 

“So many people have sung it and people know it, 
but to do it in the show with all the right intention is 
a completely different ball game and I feel as if I've 
almost rediscovered it. There does come a lot of pres¬ 
sure with singing something like that, and it comes 
right at the end of the show so you have to keep that 
energy and excitement up right until the end. I feel 
very honoured and grateful to be doing it.” 

The original production of Cats played at The New 
London Theatre from 1981-2002. Kerry watched the 
production twice as a teenager. 

“I remember going with school and I also went 
when I was at college. It was the big dance show that 
everyone at theatre college went to. I remember lov¬ 


ing it and it being a real experience. It isn't like any 
other show. 

“In what other show do people dress up as cats and 
dance and sing songs? It just doesn't happen. It was 
very unusual and it's still very unusual even though 
it's nearly 30 years on.” 

I asked Kerry to chose which other role in the show 
she would love to play. 

“I would love to be the White Cat. She does this 
incredible dance solo 
and she's just magical. 

The part is quite 
poignant. It's so far re¬ 
moved from anything I 
could ever do. Physi¬ 
cally I couldn't do 
anything like 
that so that's 
magical to 
me. 

“There are 
some great 



characters, like Mungojerrie and Rumpleteazer are 
really fun with a great song. The Rum Turn Tugger 
is new. His character has changed a lot and they've 
got him in a whole new style. It's great that they've 
tried to evolve it, add new things, keep it fresh.” 

I wanted to know what set Cats part from its other 
West End counterparts. 

“It is still unlike anything you've seen before. The 
music is really magical and the dancers are phenom¬ 
enal, really top athletes. It has some really iconic 
songs. 'Memory' is threaded throughout and you 
would be surprised at how much of the other music 
you would recognise. It's a really fun night out and 
there are characters everyone can relate to. It’s mov¬ 
ing as well. We've had standing ovations every night 
and people love it.” 

After being painted green every night for her role 
in Wicked I asked Kerry about the cat make-up and 
if she has a particular penchant for strange theatri¬ 
cal makeup. 

“It's funny. Obviously I've been green for so long 
and this is just another different make-up. It's nice to 
do something different. To me it's part of the prepa¬ 
ration and part of getting ready for the show so it 
doesn't really matter if I'm putting normal ‘just me’ 
make-up or if I’m green or have a cat face.” 

Being green 

I asked if Kerry missed being green. 
“No!” she laughed. “As much as I 
loved it, because I did love that transfor¬ 
mation, I don't miss getting the green off 
at all.” 

With a very large and loyal fan base, 
many of Kerry’s fans dress up when they 
visit the shows. 

“I've had some amazing support over 
the years, I really have and my fan base 
is incredible. They're loyal and they're 
gracious and they're polite and they're 
just wonderful. I couldn't really ask for 
more. 

You do an opening night like on 
Monday when you're going into a 
new show and you see a lot of fa¬ 
miliar faces and you know you're 
going to get that support. It's like 


having a theatre full of your family because you 
know you've got that warmth there. 

“Because I've been in quite eccentric shows I do get 
people coming dressed in the gear but I think that's 
great. In Cats now they do face painting at the front 
so you do see people with their faces painted at the 
stage door. I think it's all brilliant. 

“Going to the theatre is an experience and the more 
you can get out of that the experience the better.” 

Kerry has an 18-month old son and I ask when he 
will first see his mum perform. 

“He's actually been around it a lot. I worked while 
I was pregnant and then Brian (May) and I went on 
tour a couple of months after I'd had Alfie. He came 
to Russia, all over the UK, France and Italy. He was 
with me the whole time which was lovely so he's 
been around theatres and arenas and music since he 
was in the womb. 

“ I took him on tour in Rent so he's been around 
people in costume. I took him to Wicked so he saw 
me when I was green and went on the set, so he's not 
phased at all by it.” 

The film Groundhog Day, currently being made 
into a musical by Tim Minchin, famously involves 
the lead character, played by Bill Murray being 
woken up by the same song everyday. I ask Kerry 
what she would choose for her Groundhog Day song. 

“My best thing is waking up in the morning and 
going in to see my son. He just has the biggest smile 
on his face every morning. It just reminds me of 
Pharrell Williams’ 'Happy'. I sang it on my tour and 
it's one of those songs that just perks you up straight 
away.” 

Kerry tries to get to as much theatre as is possible - 
what would she give as a recommendation to see in 
the West End? 

“I know that Miss Saigon would be a fantastic show 
with a brilliant cast, so I think that would be a winner. 
A big favorite of mine is still War Horse. There are 
so many. Wicked is obviously phenomenal but come 
and see Cats. If you can get a ticket then come and 
see Cats!” 

# Kerry Ellis, pictured, is performing as Grizabella 
in Cats at the London Palladium until April 22nd 


A new mouser 
and she's purrfect 


• CONTINUED from page 20 

The Brits last divided the nation between those 
who were appalled and those who applauded and 
that was when Pulp’s Jarvis Cocker ran onstage 
during Michael Jackson’s performance with a choir 
of children to moon his backside at the “Artist of a 
Generation”, in protest against the artist’s liking for 
hanging out rather avidly with the young genera¬ 
tion. 

Jarvis was lifted by the police for that, bizarrely 
on suspicion of assault, and although he was re¬ 
leased uncharged it did lead to Noel Gallagher say¬ 
ing Jarvis should be given the MBE for services to 
the music industry. 

It is difficult to spot the likely trouble-makers 
among this year’s nominees. Neither Ed Sheeran 
nor One Direction strike you as much of an ice- 
chucker and Sam Smith and Taylor Swift seem too 
sweet to be any great threat to health and safety. 

Perhaps more interesting will be if the TV cam¬ 
eras are turned on the Brits “Backstage Spa”, where 
the alleged enfant terribles can “access the exclu¬ 
sive spa for hair and tanning treatments, skincare, 
make-up and express nail manicures” so that “all 
the celebrities taking part in the show can be con¬ 


fident of their red carpet-ready looks”. 

Hmmm, very rock and roll. After you with the 
V05, Keith. 

But before we despair of facing a vanilla night in, 
The Brits have an ace up their sleeve who should 
guarantee watching right to the end - headlining the 
evening and making her first appearance at the 
awards for 20 years will be the Minx Queen Incar¬ 
nate, Madonna. 

Hot from her own mooning moment at the recent 
Grammy Awards, Madonna must be none-too- 
happy about last week’s news that Radio 1 has 
dropped her from their playlist because, at 56, she 
is considered by the BBC’s young hip cats to be “ir¬ 
relevant and old”. 

Goaded by a swipe like that, the odds are that the 
First Lady of Shock will make quite a display to 
prove that she’s not an immaterial girl, and as the 
Brits chairman Max Lousada is promising that 
“having her as part of the show will guarantee an 
unforgettable night”, some of us will certainly be 
hoping so. 

The Brit Awards. Wednesday February 25th ITV 
8pm 


O NE of the first West End shows I saw 
as a teenager was Cats. 

Now revived at The London Palla¬ 
dium it offers a very different theatre 
experience and I was really looking for¬ 
ward to seeing the changes the produc¬ 
ers had made to this classic hit musical. 
The original production of Cats ran at the 
New London Theatre from 1981-2002, play¬ 
ing a total of 8,949 performances. 

The '80s team have been reunited to bring 
this revival to life with Trevor Nunn, Gillian 
Lynne and Chrissie Cartwright all working 
with the new cast to bring Andrew Lloyd 
Webber's new production to life. 

Opening in December 2014 with the role 
of Grizabella being played by Nicole 
Scherzinger, the show has enjoyed rave re¬ 
views and full houses.But I wanted to see 
the new leading lady who had taken over 
the role in the previous week. 

Dubbed the Queen of the West End, Kerry 
Ellis is a big star in musical theatre circles. 
This is a difficult role to take over, with 
Scherzinger releasing the show's most fa¬ 
mous song 'Memory' as a single and Lloyd 
Webber dubbing it 'the best recording of 
my music ever done'. 

Filling big shoes is something that Ellis is 
not daunted by however, having previously 
followed Broadway and Disney star Idina 
Menzel into Wicked. 


Last week Ellis won a coveted 'What's On 
Stage' award for reprising the role of El¬ 
phaba in the summer for a three month run 
in Wicked at the Apollo Victoria. 

Although taking to the stage with the en¬ 
semble in the opening number, Ellis doesn't 
appear as Grizabella until half way through 
Act 1. 

When she does, the stage is set alight 
with her fabulous charisma and presence. 
Vocally Ellis is beyond reproach and her 
wonderfully subtle characterisation leaves 
you feeling as if you have experienced 
something very special. 

The rest of the ensemble of Cats is truly 
majestic. With astounding choreography, 
so akin to the felines they are portraying 
they use the auditorium to engage the au¬ 
dience further. 

There is an effortlessness to their move¬ 
ments even when asked to perform some 
complex acrobatic sequences. At times it 
was like watching children play with beau¬ 
tiful and simple and innocence. 

Although there have been changes from 
the original production, most noticably the 
much-needed updating of Rum Turn Tug¬ 
ger, the producers have managed to keep 
the charm and appeal of this wonderfully 
performed musical masterpiece. 
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SAT NAV REF: 

SET 5AG 




• 1, 2, 3, & 4 bedroom apartments 

• Light and contemporary design 

• Communal gardens 

• Integrated kitchen appliances 

□acorn 


• Access to roof terrace or balcony 

• Close to local amenities 

• Modern energy efficient new build 

• Close to Central London 

020 7820 6090 

kennington@acorn. Itd.uk 
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Classified 


Post: London Weekly News, Yeoman House, 63 Croydon Road, 
Penge, SE20 7TS 

Email: candy.brown@slp.co.uk Telephone: 0208 768 4919 



Sunday 15th March 

Make Mother's Day that extra bit special 
with a message in the London Weekly 
News on Tuesday 10th March. 

Mum 

I love you loads. Thank 
you for everything you 
have done for me. 

You’re the best! 

John 

xXx 

Call 020 8768 4919 

Display up to 20 words in a 3x1 box for only £12 inc VAT. 

All messages to be received by 1pm Friday 6th March. 

Fair Collection Notice (FCN): South London Press will use your information for administration and analysi: „ , 

companies or carefully selected third parties who may be of interest to you. The information may be provided by letter, telephone or other reasonable means of communication. 



THAI LANGUAGE COURSE, 

books, cassettes, complete, in 
carry-case. As new £10 
0794 2061 854 


S S D DAMP 
PROOFING 
SPECIALISTS 

Specialises in Treating 
Rising & Penetrating Damp 

Renewal of rotten structural 
timbers as a result of damp. 
Chemical injection and render 
using tried systems. 
Specialists in providing 
horizontal and vertical barriers 
against water ingress. 
Please call for a free 
consultation and 
written estimate, 
m: 07931 536 533 
t: 020 8305 1039 


Articles Wanted 


OUT OF THE FLOOR RECORDS 

25 Years in Camden NW1 

REGGAE + ALL JAMAICAN MUSIC 

(+60’s, 70’s Soul, Jazz, Boogie, Disco, Hip Hop, Etc.) 
Forget the rest! We pay the best!! Cash Waiting!! 

Jake 020 7485 9958 / 07961 315874 


WANTED 

OLD RACING 
CYCLES 
AND FRAMES 

1920s-1980s 
Any condition. 

Tel: 01642 555 168 
or 07990 972 470 



IKEA DOUBLE SOFA beige 
colour, good condition, very 
comfortable and long life left. 
£40 collection. 07932 633 758 


LADIES LEATHER BOOTS size 
8, Brand new, 2 brown, red, 
black (4 pairs). £25 only 020 
7723 9244 


Bargain Buys 


PAIR FLOOR STANDING 
CELESTION SPEAKER excel¬ 
lent condition. £80. Call Jean 
07956 671 816 


MINI BAKER electric for coun¬ 
tertop with plug/recipe book, 
unused still in boxed package 
£18. White porcelain sink, cur¬ 
rently used in conservatory for 
plants £30, New, kitchen swing- 
bin for rubbish £12. 020 8769 
0597, white, new, 24" high £10. 
020 8769 0597 


DEEP FAT FRYER new, boxed 
£10 ono, Folding Air Walker, 
excellect condition £30 ono, 
Thomas Tank Engine, Island of 
Sudur with trains £5, In Line 
Skates, size 5 (boxed) black £5, 
excellent condition. 07960 782 
292 


NEW DIMPLEX ECO RADIA¬ 
TOR cost £60, selling for £30. 
Game of Thrones DVD Box set, 
unopened £10. 020 7733 3075 
POP UP FOOTBALL NET in 
easy to carry bag (childs) £4, 
new Timberland Boots, blue 
nubuck with ankle padding, size 
3, not worn £15. 07960 782 292 



SINGLE BED FRAME WITH 
TRUNDLE BED underneath, 
good condition, £40. (Atlas 
Metal Guest Bed. 

665/7031). Selling due to 
upgrading to a larger bed. 
07944 640 016. Buyer collects. 
New Addington, Croydon area. 



SEVERAL PAIRS OF CUR¬ 
TAINS some lined all over, £60 
drop, some 88 across or more 
£60 ono. 020 8835 9030 



SIX VOLUMES EVERYMAN'S 
ENCYCLOPEDIA £10 in very 
good condition. 020 7633 0087 


Desktop Computer. Packard 
Bell ME. Flat monitor. Intel 
2000, diskette and CD drives. 
Complete with guidebooks, 
cables etc. £80 
0794 2061 854 


Caravan & Camping 


Static Caravans 
For Sale at 
Camber Sands 
Holiday Park 



Y\ 



4 star seaside park open all year! 

Over 40 caravans in stock 
starting from £ 9 , 995 . 
Finance available with 
£ 1,500 deposit. 

Call Charlotte 


07446 111 787 



* 

Holiday Home For Sale 

Top of the range, pre-owned holiday 
home in great condition at Littlesea 
Holiday park in Weymouth. 

£18,500 

Please call Jay on 

07557 374 205 

for more information or to arrange a visit. 


BARGAIN STATIC CARAVAN 

recently refurbished excellent 
condition on 4star 12 month 
seaside holiday park, site fees 
paid till 2016 MUST SEE 
£14,495 open to sensible offers 
Call Charlie 07446 111 787 



THIRTY 78 RPM RECORDS 

Big bands and jazz bands eg. 
Ted Heath, Bill hayley, Gerry 
Mulligan, Stan Kenton, Harry 
James, Humphrey Lyttleton, 
Perez Prado, Joe Daniels, Joe 
Loss, Ken McKintosh etc. 020 
8540 1941 - SW19 


DELONGHI EXPRESSO 
MAKER Model EC152CD - 
Good condition, must see, bar¬ 
gain at £30. SW1P. Tel: 020 
7834 4804. Buyer collects 
(Victoria). 

DYSON CYLINDER AND 
UPRIGHT VACUUM CLEAN¬ 
ERS serviced, bagless. 
Demonstrated working, £35 
each. 020 8692 8449. Can 
arrange delivery. 

HOTPOINT AQUARIUS 6kg, 
1200 spin, 8 months old, vgc 
£50. Buyer collects. Borough 
SE1. 07926 352 449 


WHITE BUSH MICROWAVE 

model BMX608 size (h) 29.5, w), 
45.8 (I). £18, VHS Sony VCR 
SLV-E220 RMTV2070E remote 
inc. £17, Bush Video 220-240v- 
50hz, VCR 903 inc. remote £17. 
020 8670 4682 


EIGHTEEN 78 RPM RECORDS 

of music from the 1930's eg. 
Manhattan Melody Makers, Al 
Bennys Broadway Boys, New 
York Night Birds, Ted Summers 
Dance Devils etc. £10 ono. 020 
8540 1941 


FIFTEEN 78 RPM RECORDS 

by Frankie Laine on Columbia 
and Phillips labels, includes his 
hit songs of the period and 
some rare ones. £10 ono. 020 
8540 1941 - SW19 


MENS BLACK RUBBERIZED 
MACKINTOSH medium size, 
pockets, belt, needs some 
attention £75. Ring/text 07855 
247 801 

Leather shoulder-bags as 

new. Four M&S, Laura Ashley, 
all for £20 
0794 2061 854 

Stylish, skirt-jacket sets, 

Sizes 12/16 . Office wear/Spring 
wear. 4 from £10 each 
0794 2061 854 



Child’s cupboard Schreiber . 

74 cm x 166cm 51cm 
Shelves , 2 door, 2 drawers, 
mirror, castors, white natural,as 
new. £70 ono Call 07942 
061854 

GRACO TRAVEL SYSTEM- 
Pushchair, car seat, rain cover, 
zipped foot muff, car docking 
base Top of the range system in 
excellent condition Covered in 
strong material, 3-position seat, 
reclines flat, can be used from 
birth Lockable front swivel 
wheels Good size shopping 
basket. Car seat clicks easily 
into pushchair as well as for¬ 
ward-facing car dock which 
remains in car to save fiddling 
with seat belts. One can take 
the baby out of the car without 
waking. Built in level indicator 
for correct installation. Docking 
unit not normally included with 
system and we had to pay £40 
extra for it. Solidly built, collaps¬ 
es easily to fit even small boot. 
Virtually new condition £60. 
TRAVEL COT/PLAYPEN-like 
new Suitable from birth to 24 
months (15kgs/33lbs), Quick 
and easy to assemble, with 2 
wheels for easy mobility, Easy to 
clean padded rails, with 4 mesh 
sides for visibility, Includes carry 
bag and removable mattress - 
can also be used as a playpen, 
Weight: 8.5kg -folded: L79 x 
W24 x HI 9cm / assembled: 100 
x 73 x 79cm, Travels free on vir¬ 
tually all airlines 

Smoke/pet free house. Very 
clean. £80 new £30. 3 WAY 
BABY CARRIER SLING 
Immaculate. From birth to 12kg 
(18 monhs). Starts facing inward 
with optional head support 
attachment. Then change to for¬ 
ward facing or rear facing on 
back. Mint condition. Manual 
included £10. PHILIPS AVENT 
MANUAL NATURAL BREAST 
PUMP - BPA Free Used twice 
thus mint condition 
complete with 125ml bottle 
with adapter ring, stand, new¬ 
born teat travel pack, sealing 
disc (for milk storage), 1 spare 
valve all in original packaging 
with instructions, Avent is the 
No. 1 recommended breast 
pump by mums in the UK From 
smoke and pet free home £15. 
501 DAYS OUT FOR KIDS in the 
UK & Ireland Hardcover Book 
with hundreds of ideas as to 
what to do with the kids. BN IB 
Brand new, mint condition, 
boxed. Could post £8 Call 020 
8670 7909 



CASIO printer cash register 

Mains/battery. Perfect, in origi¬ 
nal box. Suit market stall. £15. 
0794 2061 854 



DIXONS "CASSETTE CENTRE 
45" CASE containing 45 
Country & Western cassettes 
featuring Patsy Cline, Merle 
haggard, Crystal Gayle, George 
Jones etc. £15 ono. 020 8540 
1941 



LADIES ANKLE BOOTS 

leather, size 8, nearly new, four 
pairs, black, red, brown. £25. 
020 7723 9244 



Cross X2 3-D Men’s 2013 

Carving Skis brand new/tested 
once, brand new GRO bindings, 
170cm, made in Austria, 
Intermediate skier, beautiful, 
blue, Excellent skis Could post 
£100 Call 020 8670 7909 
SCUBA DIVING EQUIPMENT 
hardly used, drysuit, medium 
wetsuit, medium professional 
Fins, snorkel, mask etc. All pro¬ 
fessional type. Tel: 020 8692 
8449 

GOLF CLUBS 8 differents in 
good condition £10, Vacuum 
Cleaner, Electroluc Contour 
Upright, 1000 watt, working on 
perfect condition £10. 020 7733 
1836 + 07877 818 162 



WHITE BUSH MICROWAVE 

model BMX608 size (h) 29.5, w), 
45.8 (I). £18, VHS Sony VCR 
SLV-E220 RMTV2070E remote 
inc. £17, Bush Video 220-240v- 
50hz, VCR 903 inc. remote £17. 
020 8670 4682 

DIXONS "CASSETTE CENTRE 
45" CASE containing 45 
Country & Western cassettes 
featuring Patsy Cline, Merle 
haggard, Crystal Gayle, George 
Jones etc. £15 ono. 020 8540 
1941 

SIXTY COUNTRY & WESTERN 
LP RECORDS the majority 
almost mint as played once 
before transferring onto cas¬ 
settes. Featuring Alabama 
through to Tammy Wynette £30 
ono. 020 8540 1941 


London 



WEEKLY 

News 



To advertise your unwanted items. Sell them in London Weekly News Series for FREE. 


Telephone Number inc. Code . CLASSIFICATION 

Town. . 

ADVERTISERS NAME. 

Text of advertisment (Max. 40 words) . . 


. FOR ANY ITEMS UNDER £100. PETS, 

. LIVESTOCK OR FIREARMS NOT INCLUDED. 

PRIVATE ADVERTISERS ONLY. 

London Weekly News, FREE ADS 
Sixth Floor, Yeoman House, 63 Croydon Road, Penge SE20 7TS 
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Painting & Decorating 


Skip Hire / Rubbish Removal 


TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR 
RUSINESS 

CALI 

020 8768 4920 
or 

020 8768 4922 


A.S.BUILDERS 

A BUILDING FIRM OF OVER 30 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE, BASED IN WEST LONDON 
Building, Plastering, 
Plumbing, Tiling, 
Kitchens, Bathrooms, 
Loft conversions, Extension, 
Refurbishment, 
Painting & Decorating. FMB 
call John: 

07979 478 005 
02089 925 724 


AFFORDABLE 
DECORATING & 
PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Fully Insured 
Family-run business 

Kitchen & Bathrooms 
Painting/Decorating 
Flooring/Tiling 
and all your building 
needs! 

0800 622 6889 
07506 736 548 



CARPET 

CLEANING 


Professional 
reliable service 
Fully insured 

07717 527 017 



Seca ! g» 

switched-on 

ELECTRICAL 

All aspects of Electrical 

Work undertaken in a 
professional and 
reliable manner. 

Rewires, Fuse Boards, 

Certificates, Testing 
and Inspection. 

All work carried out in 
a professional and 
reliable manner. 

07551 757 744 

switched-on-@hotmail.co.uk 


AJB ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES 

ALL INSTALLATIONS 
UNDERTAKEN. QUICK, 
RELIABLE SERVICE. 

GUARANTEED 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 
NICEIC APPROVED 
020 8694 9924 
07860 770 643 


DBZ Electronics 

TV, VIDEO & HIFI 

REPAIRS & SERVICES 

FREE QUOTE 

Call SAM 

020 3674 0508 
07909 660 114 

TV, LCD, PLASMA, DVD 
HIFI, HOME CINEMA 
SYSTEMS & COMPUTERS 


****HHHk*#*^ilnfc* 

t AJ * 
| PLASTERING | 

j Reliable Service j 
*• No job too small J 

* Please call Alan j 
i 07597 663 838 J 

'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k 


DECORATING 




Small Building Work 
Fencing, Painting 
Plastering 
Walls/Floor/Tiling 
Fitted Bathroom 
Fitted Door/Locks 
Fitted Kitchen 
15 Years Experience 

07947 667 135 


AFFORDABLE 
FENCING & 
LANDSCAPES 
PATIOS & DECKING 
7 DAYS A WEEK 


We will beat any written 
quotation 

0800 622 6889 
07506 736 548 

We will give good discounts 
for OAP’s 

Free Estimates and Advice 


YOUR 

DECORATOR 
YOUR WAY 

Interior and Exterior 
decorating 

We cover all of London 

Call now to book your free quote 

020 7386 8727 

www.yourdecoratorlondon.com 


HANDYMAN 

Do all sorts of carpentry, plumbing, 
electrical, painting, decorating, fitting, 
fixing, assembling, hanging and other 
specialised and general handyman jobs! 
ALL WORK IS GUARANTEED AND 
CARRIED OUT TO THE HIGHEST 
STANDARDS 
FREE ESTIMATE 
PLEASE CALL PITER: 

07826 544 067*07878 078 867 


PROFESSIONAL 
ALL ROUNDER 

Interior + Exterior 
Painting • Decorating 
Tiling • Wallpaper hanging 
Laminated Flooring 
Fencing • Decking 
Carpentry 

Kitchens & Bathrooms 
Free Estimates 
Call Ricky 

07951 037 094 

“I am your man” 


GIRAFFE 
SCAFFOLDING 

Your local professional, reliable, 
affordable, scaffolding company 

Call us today for your 
no obligation quote 

07855 451 699 

Unit 26, Sleaford Industrial Estate, 
Sleaford Street, London SW8 5AB 

email: 

giraffe.scaffolding@btconnect.com 



General Builders 

Kitchens, Bathrooms, Plumbing, 
Electrics, Tiling, Painting, Paper 
Hanging, Carpentry & Flooring. 
No job too big/small 
18 years experience in 
building trade 
Professional & prompt 
Call Ralph for a free quote 

020 8688 1416 
07828 684 746 


Lowest Hourly rates in 
London Guaranteed! 

Same day on-time Service 
Small & Large work undertaken 
Domestic & Commercial 
Unique online booking calendar 

Tel: 020 35141475 

clickbookfix.co.uk 

" Why go anywhere else" 


House Clearance 



HOUSE 

CLEARANCE 

Carried out professionally & sympathetically. 


Your items will fund the fight against heart disease. 

Freephone 0808 250 0078* or book 
online at bhf.org.uk/house 


FIGHT 
FOR EVERY 
HEARTBEAT 


‘Charges from mobiles may vary. 
© British Heart Foundation, registered charity in England 
and Wales (225971) and in Scotland (SC039426). 


Help your Mums’ 
and Dads’ 
Charity's Pop-In! 
Donate all items incl. 

Re-usable furniture 
Free collections 
Ring DAGE 
020 8691 8823 


TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR 
RUSINESS 

CALI 

020 8768 4920 
or 

020 8768 4922 


AFFORDABLE 

REMOVALS 

House 

Clearance 

Furniture 

Bought 

All Areas 
Covered 

Family run since 1987 

0800 622 6889 
07506 736 548 


Painter, Decorator 
& Handyman 
Requires Work 

Interior & Exterior 
25 Years Experience 

020 8680 8797 
07765 435 943 

Domestic labouring work 


ADVERTISE 

YOUR 

RUSINESS 


| ALLAWAY 

| RUBBISH CLEARANCE 
, ALL AREAS 
1 FULLY LICENSED 

020 3723 7525 
07983 973 356 

We will beat any 
quote! 


TIPPER 

Waste Disposal 
Rubbish Clearance 

All Areas Covered 
7 Days a Week 
We Will Beat 
Any Quote 
07534 322 318 

www.mr-tipper.com 


AFFORDABLE 
RUBBISH 
CLEARANCE 
7 DAYS 
A WEEK 

We will beat 
any quote 
Call Tom 
0800 622 6889 
07506 736 548 

www.moveyourrubbish.co.uk 



TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR 
RUSINESS 

CALI 

020 8168 4920 
020 8768 4922 


Storage & Removals 


Washing 

Machine 

Repairs 


MAN & VAN 


From £26 per hour From £50 per hour 
Single Item £35 within a 2 mile radius 

020 8659 7373 Mention 
07947 994 752 South London | 

Email: info@storytotell.co.u 
Visit: storytotell.co.uk 

Minimum Booking - 2hrs 


Press and 


J R MORTIMER 

Family business for 
over 60 years 
Large/small removals 
Local/long distance 
Friendly & helpful service 
Free estimates 
phone 020 8856 3982 

john.mortimer@hotmail.co.uk 


FEMALE PLUMBER 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 
REASONABLE RATES. 

CALL MARINA 
07940 817 772 

ALL AREAS OF SE LONDON 
COVERED 


1st Call Washing 
Machine Repairs 

Same day repair 

All work guaranteed 
Fast, Friendly Service 
All London 
area’s covered 

Call us now 
020 8776 5349 
07962 370 250 



Roofing & Guttering 


SC Roofing 

Fibreglass Flat Roof Specialists 

25 years guaranteed 

Traditional felt flat roof, new tiled roofs and 
Upvc Fascia - Soffit and Gutter replacement 
All roof repairs undertaken. No job too small 

07956 311 218 / 01895 770 103 

scroofinguxbridge.co.uk 

Live link refrences 160 ratedpeople.com/profile/sc-roofing 
www.scroofing @ btinternet.com 


ABSTRACT 

ROOFING & BUILDING 


• New Roofs & Repairs • Slates • Tiles 
• Chimneys • UPVC Guttering, Soffits & Fascias 
• Exterior Painting Specialists 
• Free Estimates Given • Flat Roofs 

24 HOUR CALL OUT 


FREE PHONE: 0800 334 5751 & 
MOBILE: 07952 583 170 


Waste Clearance 



TNbljWa sto j l * 

fgogiktib^MM 

• Residential • Commercial 

• Building • Office • House 

» Shop • Garden • Clearance • Light Demolition 
Same Day Service | Fully Licenced & Insured 
Transfer Notes available on request 


0800 696 5840 - 07825 345 753 


ill 


AFFORDABLE 
RUBBISH 
CLEARANCE 
7 DAYS 
A WEEK 

We will beat 
any quote 
Call Tom 
0800 622 6889 
07506 736 548 

www.moveyourrubbish.co.uk 


Health & Beauty (Leisure) 



BO’S NHB 


12pm-8pm 

020 3371 9814 

32 Phillimare Walk, W8 7SA 



12pm-8pm 

020 7460 2324 

32 Phillimare Walk, W8 7SA 



Exclusive Mayfair 

Matchmaking Agency are 

offering eligible male readers 
complimentary open member¬ 
ship. Our lady clients are attrac¬ 
tive, educated, fun and fit. 
www.elanlondon.co.uk 


TO ADVERTISE 
TOUR 
BUSINESS 

Ml 

020 0760 4020 

* 



TO 

ADVERTISE 

YOUR 

PREMISES 

LICENCES, 



NOTICES 
PLEASE 
CALL 
020 8768 


020 0760 4922 


4919 


CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE 
FOR ALL ADVERTISEMENTS 


Orders are accepted by the Publishers subject to the Standard Conditions agreed between the 
Newspaper Society and the Institute of Practitioners in Advertising. Save that: 

1. Advertisements are accepted on the conditions that (a) descriptions relating to goods are 
accurate and in no way contravene the provisions of the Trade Descriptions Act 1968, and the 
Fair Trading Act 1973, and (b) the copy complies with the British Code of Advertising Practice. 
Advertisements offering credit or hire facilities must conform to the Consumer Credit 
(Advertisements) Regulations 1980. 

2. ‘Classified’ Advertisers offering goods or service of a business, commercial or trade nature 
will, at the discretion of the Publishers, be deemed ‘Trade Advertisers’, and as such, must 
include their names in advertisements. A telephone number is an optional addition to these 
requirements and not an alternative. 

To comply with the Business Advertisements (Disclosure) Order 1977, Trade Advertisers must 
make it clear that they are selling goods in the course of business either by content, format, 
size or place of the advertisement or by including words such as ‘trade’, ‘dealer’, ‘agent’, 
‘wholesaler’, ‘(T)’ etc. in the advertisement. 

3. The Publishers accept no liability whatsoever for any loss or damage however caused aris¬ 
ing out of: 

(a) Any error, inaccuracy or omission in the printing or publishing of any advertisement; 

(b) Any failure to publish an advertisement on the day / date or day / dates specified by the 
advertiser; or 

(c) Any delay in forwarding or omission to forward replies to box numbers to the Advertiser. 

4. The Publishers will endeavour to publish advertisements on the day / date or day / dates 
specified by the Advertiser but insertion days / dates cannot be guaranteed. 

5. Where shrinkage of advertisement occurs for whatever reasons the advertisement will be 
charged to the nearest full centimetre. This will NOT apply to the full-page advertisements, 
which remain full pages even after shrinkage. 

6. The Publishers reserve the right to reject an advertisement or to vary it in any way they 
deem fit, at any time before publication, whether or not the advertisement has already been 
accepted for publication. 

7. Whilst every effort is made to minimise errors in advertisements, mistakes do sometimes 
occur. Advertisers or their agents should therefore check their advertisements and inform us 
of any errors immediately. Responsibility cannot be accepted for more than one incorrect 
insertion. Typographical or minor changes, which do not affect the value of the advertisement, 
do not qualify for republication or allowances. 

8. All gross advertising rates (except classified lineage and semi-display) are subject to and 
include a 0.1 % Advertising Standards Board of Finance surcharge, payable by the advertisers 
to help finance the self-regulatory control system administered by the Advertising Standards 
Authority. 

9. All rates quoted are subject to VAT at the rate currently in force at the time the advertise¬ 
ment appears. 

10. Should the rate for advertisements be altered the price for remaining insertions shall be 
revised accordingly or the publishers shall have the right to cancel the unexpired portion of 
the order. 

11. The placing of an advertisement order will be deemed an acceptance of these conditions. 

12. Account facilities are granted at the discretion of the Company. 

13. All accounts must be settled within the terms agreed by the Company and the Customer. 

(1) Should an advertiser be in breach of the agreed terms, the publisher shall be entitled to 
levy a 10% surcharge on the value of the whole debt in respect of accounts with terms 
of less than 30 days, and any discounts or commissions that had been allowed will be 
reclaimed. 

(2) Regular monthly accounts that are in breach of the agreed terms will pay an interest 
rate of 6% above the current bank of England base rate for each month that the 
account is overdue and discounts or commissions that had been allowed will be 
reclaimed. Should Legal action be required the interest will be charged in accordance 
with the County Court Act 1984. 

14. Where an advertiser instructs / appoints an advertising agent to act on their behalf, the 
advertiser will remain jointly and severally liable for payment in respect for an advertise¬ 
ments) should the appointed agent fail to pay. For the avoidance of doubt, the agent acts for 
the advertiser and not for the publisher with the agent being responsible for notifying the 
advertiser of this liability. 

15. All queries must be notified, preferably in writing to the accounts department of the pub¬ 
lisher within 7 days of the invoice date. 

16. All digital services are maintained in partnership with the publishers’ hosting service 
providers. Every effort is made to ensure the continuity of these services, but some occasion¬ 
al technical downtime beyond the publishers control may occur. The publisher and its associ¬ 
ated companies shall be under no liability if the production and distribution of web services is 
delayed or prevented by any cause beyond the control of the publisher. 

17. The Publisher may provide voucher copies for published advertisements in electronic 
form only subject to certain criteria. Further information is available on request. 

18. The copyright of advertisements produced wholly or partially by the Publishers belong to 
the Publishers. Advertisers may not reproduce such advertisements without the Publishers’ 
consent. 

Box Numbers 

Boxes are open for the receipt of bona fide answers and are not available for distribution of 
trade canvassing matter. Original testimonials, goods, cash, cash stamps or payments of any 
kind must not be enclosed. A box Number and postal address are charged as part of the 
advertisement, i.e. Box No., centre address. There is no charge for forwarding replies. 

Box numbers alone are not available for use in ‘Trade’ advertisements, other than 
Employment and Business Opportunities. 

Holiday & Travel Category 

All advertising must contain the name of the advertiser, phone number alone are not permit¬ 
ted. 

Data Protection 

The service you have requested may require us to carry out a credit search at a credit-refer¬ 
encing agency, which will record the fact that a search has been made. We may need to 
share your information with other lenders and credit reference agencies. However, we will 
only use the information from these searches to make credit-granting decisions and, if nec¬ 
essary, for fraud prevention or tracing debtors. 

Data controller will use your information for administration and analysis. We may share your 
information with other Tindle Group Newspaper companies or carefully selected third parties. 
We, or they, may send you details of other goods and services, which may be of interest to 
you. The information may be provided by letter, telephone or other reasonable means of com¬ 
munication. Calls may be recorded or monitored for training purposes. 

Special conditions apply with regard to the advertising of adult services, which are outlined to 
all persons submitting such advertisements. 
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LONDON WEEKLY JOBS 


Call: 


0208 768 4919 


candy.brown@slp.co.uk 



A Greetings cards 
company is looking for a 

SALES 

REPRESENTATIVE 

Salary + commission 
Please send your CV to 
mbtmanagement@ 
hotmail.co.uk 



CALL 

020 

8768 

4923 
or 

020 

8768 

4924 



Durand Academy 

Hackford Road, London SW9 ORD 
Telephone: 020 7735 8348 

Teaching Assistants Required 

30 hours per week, 8.30am-3pm 
Salary: £9.15 an hour rising to 
£ 10.15 after I term 

We are looking to appoint enthusiastic and 
well-motivated teaching assistants in our large and 
well resourced primary department. Duties include 
working alongside class teachers with groups of 
children or with individuals. 

Minimum of NVQ Level 2 qualification required. 
Application forms can be requested by email to 
admin@durandprimary.com 
Durand Academy is committed to safeguarding and 
promoting the welfare of children. 

These posts will be subject to enhanced DBS checks. 
Closing date: Monday 2nd March 
Interviews: To be held shortly after 


ADMINISTRATION 

ASSISTANT 

Full-time role 9am-5pm 

£21 kind. 

Gloucester Grove Estate TMO 

(Housing Management Services) 

We are a community led housing management 
organisation located within the SE15 area. 

As the Administration Assistant, you will support and 
work within a small team and aim to resolve housing 
related queries following a resident's first contact with the 
housing office. You will provide the highest standard of 
customer service whilst managing expectation. 

You will receive complex and simple service requests from 
our residents and you will be flexible and keen to work in a 
collaborative way with residents during the course of 
carrying out your day to day tasks. 

All enquiries regarding this role and to request for an 

application form, please send an email to 

recruitment@qloucesterqrovetmo.org 

Closing date: Friday 27th February 2015 


Employment Support Worker 

(ESW) 

Salary £25,000pa (full time post) 

First Step Trust wishes to employ an ESW to work at 
our project in West Norwood. 

The ideal candidate will have experience of face to face 
customer service in an employment advice/support related 
post and can demonstrate their ability to establish networks 
of employer contacts to facilitate work placements and 
employment opportunities. 

An ability to motivate, support and enable people to 
develop will also be required. 

For further information and an application pack go to 
www.firststeptrust.org.uk 

Closing date: Monday 9th March 2015 

First Step Trust is an Equal Opportunities Employer. 

Charity Registration No. 1077 959 


TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR BUSINESS, 
RECRUITMENT, 
EDUCATION, 
SERVICES, 
FAMILY & PUBLIC 
NOTICES 

CALL 

020 8768 
4939 

OUR STAFF ARE 
WAITING TO TAKE 
YOUR CALL! 


NURSERY 

COOK 

required for SE21 
Ideally you will have 
experience in a nursery, 
school or similar. 

020 8761 4178 

shill@nellys.co.uk 


TO ADUERTISE 
YOUR 
RUSINESS 

CALL 

020 0760 4920 
020 0760 4922 



Media Sales Executive 


DULWICH COLLEGE 

FOUNDED 1619 


I DULWICH COLLEGE 

W I FOUNDED 1619 


South London Press (Ltd) has been published in this area and 
been a part of the community in South London since 1865. 




SITE OFFICER 

£10.37 per hour/40 hours per week 


An academically selective independent boys’ 
school with a tradition of inspired teaching, 
genuine scholarship and co-curricutar breadth, 
Dulwich College is situated in a 70 acre campus 
in South East London. 

Site Officers work as part of a busy team and 
support the varied activities and events at the 
College. A key feature of their rote is to take pride 
in and strive to ensure that the College is safe 
and in the best possible condition for use by the 
College community. Reliability, flexibility, self 
motivation and team working are key aspects of 
this rote. 

Further details are available from 
www.dulwich.org.uk/appointments or by 
contacting 020 8299 9326/5183. 

Closing date for applications is 4.00pm 
on Friday 27 February 2015 

Interviews to be held week of 9 March 2015 
No CVs will be accepted 

We are committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children. 
A DBS Disclosure is required to Enhanced level. Charity 1150064 


, ; 


SITE OFFICER 

£10.37 per hour/40 hours per week 


An academically selective independent boys’ 
school with a tradition of inspired teaching, 
genuine scholarship and co-curricutar breadth, 
Dulwich College is situated in a 70 acre campus 
in South East London. 

Site Officers work as part of a busy team and 
support the varied activities and events at the 
College. A key feature of their role is to take pride 
in and strive to ensure that the College is safe 
and in the best possible condition for use by the 
College community. Reliability, flexibility, self 
motivation and team working are key aspects of 
this role. 

Further details are available from 
www.dulwich.org.uk/appointments or by 
contacting 020 8299 9326/5183. 

Closing date for applications is 4.00pm 
on Friday 27 February 2015 

Interviews to be held week of 9 March 2015 
No CVs will be accepted 

We are committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children. 
A DBS Disclosure is required to Enhanced level. Charity 1150064 


AN OPPORTUNITY HAS ARISEN IN OUR NEW 

PENGE OFFICE to join our busy sales team. 

We are looking for really exceptional individuals who can become 
part of our commercial division which we are currently expanding. 

The successful candidates will have many responsibilities in this varied 
sales role, giving priority to developing new business by cold calling 
and building relationships with prospective clients. 

To be successful in our business you need to have a flexible approach 
to work and be prepared to dig in and roll up your sleeves 
when the going gets a little bit tough! 

A proven sales background is preferred but we are looking for 
highly motivated individuals who are keen to learn and keen to earn. 

A good command of the English language and good writing skills are most 
definitely a prerequisite, as are good listening skills. 

What is in it for you: Basic Salary plus tiered bonus structure. 
5 weeks holiday per annum. Pension Scheme (after qualifying 
period). Fully expensed company car. On-going training. 

If this sounds like the opportunity for you please contact 

Paula Allen on 020 8768 4926,07967 287915 or 
paula.allen@slp.co.uk 

Previous applicants need not apply. 


South London Press (1865) Ltd. is part of the Tindle Newspapers Ltd., 
a group of privately owned, independent, family newspapers. 








































































26 London Weekly News 


editorial @londonweeklynews .co .uk 


Thursday, February 26th 2015 



OUR RANGE IS WITHIN YOURS. 

FROM ONLY £899 ADVANCE PAYMENT*. 

To help choose the right BMW for you, please contact our Motability Sales Specialist on 020 8318 6868. 


Stephen James Blackheath 

Lee Terrace, Blackheath 
London SE13 5DL 

020 8318 6868 www.stephenjamesblackheathbmw.co.uk 


BMW EfficientDynamics 

Less emissions. More driving pleasure. 


Official fuel economy figures for the BMW range available on the Motability Car Scheme: Urban: 34.9-64.2mpg (8.1-4.41/100km). 

Extra Urban: 55.4-83.1mpg (5.1-3.4 l/100km). Combined 45.6-74.3mpg (6.2-3.81/100km). CO 2 emissions 145-99g/km . Figures may vary depending on driving style and conditions. 

*The facilities offered are for the hire (bailment) of goods. The Motability Contract Hire Scheme is administered by Motability Operations Limited (Registered Company No. 1373876), City Gate House, 22 Southwark Bridge Road, London SE1 9HB. To qualify you must be in receipt of either the 
Higher Rate Mobility Component of Disability Living Allowance, the Enhanced Rate of the Mobility Component of Personal Independence Payment (PIP), the War Pensioners’ Mobility Supplement (WPMS) or the Armed Forces Independence Payment (AFIP), which will be taken in lieu of the four 
weekly rental. Terms and conditions apply and are available on request. Model shown: 114d Sport 5-Door Sport Hatch available with £1299 advance payment. BMW EfficientDynamics reduces emissions without compromising performance developments and is standard across the model range. 



MINI AND MOTABILITY. 
THE PERFECT MATCH. 


MINI COOPER 
COUNTRYMAN FROM 

£99 

ADVANCE PAYMENT. 

Motability 


STEPHEN JAMES BLACKHEATH 

Lee Terrace, Blackheath, London SE13 5DL 
020 8463 1100 www.sjblackheathmini.co.uk 




MINI 
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Email your sports news, reports and pictures to Tony McDonald 

at sport@londonweeklynews.co.uk 



Idiotic’ Barton 
sees red again 



LOFTUS ROAD 
RANGERS REVIEW 

With Tony McDonald 



Steven Caulker's mistake led to Hull's first goal. Pic: Rob Newell/Digital South 


FANS UNDER SCRUTINY 


S if Chris 
Ramsey 
didn’t 
already have a big 
enough task on his 
hands trying to 
preserve QPR’s 
Premier League 
status, the new 
head coach has 
become the latest 
in a long line of 
managers having 
to contend with 
that human ticking 
time-bomb known 
as Joey Barton. 

He will have to do 
without his skipper for 
the next three matches - 
London derbies against 
Arsenal, Spurs and 
Crystal Palace 
following his latest ‘red 
mist’ moment. 

Already on a Premier 
League record run of 
seven yellow cards, 
Barton was sent-off by 
referee Anthony Taylor 
in the 32nd minute of R’s 
2-1 defeat at Hull City on 
Saturday. 

Barton initially looked 
like he was acting as 
peacemaker after a foul 
by QPR debutant Darnell 
Furlong on Nikica 
Jelavic - who had given 
Hull a 16th minute lead - 


sparked a gathering of 
players from both teams. 

But after pushing Alex 
Bruce in the chest, a 
poke aimed at the groin 
of Tom Huddlestone saw 
him dismissed for the 
ninth time in his career. 

At 32, you might have 
thought the highly 
combustible Scouser had 
learned his lesson by 
now but the penny still 
hasn’t dropped. 

Even without their 
experienced midfielder, 
QPR managed to 
equalise before half-time 
thanks to a Charlie 
Austin header and, given 
the circumstances, a 
draw would have been a 
very acceptable result 
against fellow stragglers. 

Disadvantage 

But their numerical 
disadvantage for 58 
minutes ultimately 
proved costly. Just 
moments after Robert 
Green made a superb 
instinctive save to deny 
Dame N’Doye, the 
keeper was grasping at 
thin air as the same 
striker headed Hull’s 
89th minute winner. 

The result leaves R’s 
one place above the drop 
zone on goal difference. 

As ever, Barton leaves 
his manager, employers 


and supporters 

scratching their heads 
and again asking ‘why?’ 
With fellow midfielder 
Leroy Fer still nursing a 
hamstring injury, his 
absence comes as 

another blow to QPR’s 
survival hopes. 

He is not unintelligent 
but appears incapable of 
controlling himself when 
provoked. 

Giving Barton the 

added responsibility of 
captaincy should instil in 
him greater 

responsibility for his 
actions but events at the 
KC Stadium suggest he 
remains an expensive 
liability. There was 

nothing violent or 

dangerous at all in what 

he did to Bruce and 
Huddlestone, and 20 
years ago the ref would 
have told all the players 
to just ‘get on with it’. 
But under today’s rules, 
where every push and 
shove seems to bring a 
card, it was needlessly 
foolish - or “idiotic”, as 
Barton himself admitted 
in an interview after the 
game. 

In fairness to him, 
Barton took to Twitter on 
Saturday night to issue 
his frank apologies. In 
five tweets he said: 
“Young kid making his 
debut has made a good 
tackle. Couple of Hull 
players trying to get him 
sent off. My job as 
captain is to protect him. 

“I've tried to prevent 
Hull’s players 

influencing referee as 
you can see by me 
pushing Bruce away. 

“My actions towards 


Huddlestone were 
certainly not malicious, it 
was a stupid reaction to 
being barged but I can 
appreciate it wasn't right. 

“I'm gutted I got sent 
off. I’ve let my team¬ 
mates down today and 
being someone who puts 
the team above 
everything else, I'm 
gutted about that. 

Apologised 

“I’ve apologised to the 
lads and would like to 
apologise to all QPR fans 
who travelled today.” 

It would be wrong, 
though, to lay the blame 
for the defeat at Hull 
entirely at Barton’s door. 
For instance, Steven 
Caulker’s poor headed 
clearance fell invitingly 
at the feet of Jelavic for 
Hull’s first goal. 

You have to feel sorry 
for Ramsey, who said: 
“I’m so disappointed. I 
feel sorry for the players 
really, because they gave 
absolutely everything. 

“We can’t let it crush us 
because there’s so much 
still to play for. 

“There were a lot of 


good performances but a 
small lapse in 
concentration has really 
cost us. 

“We always talk about 
stopping crosses in 
training and I felt we let 
two crosses get across the 
box far too easily. 

“We allowed them to 
play quality, rather than 
hopeful, crosses in to the 
box and it hurt us.” 

Ramsey deserves credit 
for continuing to lay new 
foundations for the future 
by giving a senior debut 
to right-back Darnell 
Furlong, the 19-year-old 
son of former QPR striker 
and now under-18s coach 
Paul Furlong. 

Darnell said: “Chris told 
me I could do a job and 
that gave me confidence. 
I thought I did OK. It was 
a great experience but the 
result was a sickener. 

“It’s just about learning 
and taking everything on 
board.” 

The squad has spent this 
week in Dubai for warm- 
weather training ahead of 
next Wednesday’s tough 
home league game 
against in-form Arsenal. 


■ From back page 

Anyone who has 
travelled to away games 
by train will, at some 
point, have been 
confronted by the 
‘Chelsea Conga’ - fans 
linking together in the 
time-honoured fashion 
of going up and down 
the train carriages 
singing songs that 
makes what was sung on 
the Paris Metro pale by 
comparison. 

If Chelsea are to fully 
eradicate this particular 
vile action - the chants, 
not the conga - and 
prevent these people 
from attending matches, 
they need to set in place 
a comprehensive 
monitoring system: 
identify the culprits, 
collate the evidence and 
take action - not just 
when it provokes a 
national outcry, but all 
the time. 

Chelsea’s sorry week 
ended on Saturday with 
that 1-1 draw with 
struggling Burnley. 
Goalscorer 

extraordinaire Branislav 
Ivanovic notched up his 
31st goal for the Blues, 
his sixth of the season, 
and significantly his 
19th in league matches - 
just one shy of £50m 
flop Fernando Torres’ 
gallant total of 20. 

In a week of downers, 
Ivanovic did provide a 
moment of levity on 
Saturday. When 
Nemanja Made saw red 
mist and pushed Ashley 
Barnes, referee Martin 
Atkinson took out his 
red card to send off the 
Serbia midfielder. 
Ivanovic then tried to 
prevent the referee from 
brandishing it by 
holding the cards and 
Atkinson's hand at the 
same time. It was 
comical and somewhat 
endearing. Ivanovic's 
reward was to receive a 
yellow card. 

Mourinho’s post¬ 
match press conference 
was another variation of 
the recent themes of 
“I'm not saying anything 
for fear of getting an FA 


charge” but his actions 
spoke volumes. He is 
still angry about what he 
sees as referees failing 
to give his side 
stonewall penalties and 
punishing his players for 
diving when it’s them 
that have been fouled. 

Certainly Chelsea 
should have had two 
penalties against 
Burnley and had Barnes 
received a deserved red 
card in the first half for 
sliding his boot down 
Ivanovic’s calf, he 
would not have been on 
the pitch to cut down 
Matic. Chelsea would 
definitely have won the 
game. 

On Sunday, Chelsea 
fans will use the 
Metropolitan or Jubilee 
lines to make their way 
to Wembley Park Tube 
station. There is always 
a big police presence on 
these occasions but I 
suspect that there will be 
an even greater number 
of officers travelling on 
the tube, keeping an eye 
on not just what Chelsea 
and Spurs fans are doing 
but also what they are 
saying. 

Chelsea’s 3-2 extra¬ 
time victory against 
Liverpool in the 2005 
League Cup Final 
brought Mourinho his 
first trophy as the Blues’ 
boss. Chelsea fans will 
want revenge for the 2-1 
defeat by Spurs at 
Wembley in the 2008 
final of the same 
competition. 

But for Mourinho, it’s 
just another game. “We 
want to win every 
game,” he said. 
“Sometimes, like the 
game against PSG, we 
couldn’t because they 
were better than us on 
the night.” 

Spurs have a Europa 
League match against 
Fiorentina in Italy on 
Thursday, three days 
before the final, but 
Mourinho dismissed the 
suggestion that Spurs 
might be less prepared 
and tired before facing 
his side. “I think it is an 
advantage for Spurs that 


• RUGBY UNION 

Old Merchant Taylor's... 10 
Hammersmith & Fulham ... 30 

H AMMERSMITH & Fulham defeated 
bottom of the league Old Merchant 
Taylor's (OMT) by 20 points and also 
claimed the bonus point. 

In the first 10 minutes the ball was spun wide 
and opened up the OMT defence, creating an 
overlap for James Lo to run In and dot the ball 
down in the corner. Jack Sarge and Adam Cryer 
also caught the eye with good structured running 
and blinding breaks. 

Hammers gained their second try from Si 
Doherty, who sliced through the OMT defence to 
score under the sticks. Doherty kicked his 
conversion to put Hammers 12-0 up with still 20 
minutes to play in the first half. 

OMT started to come back into the game with 
good ball carrying and a strong set piece. This led 
to some loss in momentum and eventually 
Hammers gave away their first try. 

With 10 minutes to go H&F started to re-apply 
pressure to the OMT defence. Their third try came 
from a poor kick out of hand from the home side's 
fly half, straight down the throat of Sarge who ran 
the ball back to cut through the defensive line and 
score an impressive individual try. 

With only two minutes left, Hammers were 
awarded a penalty from the restart. There was 
enough time on the clock for the lineout, so 
Doherty decided to kick to the corner - it was 
Hammers' last chance of getting the bonus point. 
The ball was won and spun out to Doherty, who 
threw a dummy to go through the OMT line and 
score the final try. 


FOOTBALL FIXTURES 

Saturday, February 28 
CHELSEA U18 v Tottenham H. U18,11.00. 
FULHAM U21 v Leicester City U21,1.00. 
FULHAM v Derby County, 3.00. 

Sunday, March 1 

CHELSEA v Tottenham H. (Capital One Cup 
Final) at Wembley, 4.00. 

Monday, March 2 

Liverpool U21 v CHELSEA U21,7.00. 
Tuesday, March 3 
Watford v FULHAM, 7.45. 

Wednesday, March 4 
QPR v Arsenal, 7.45. 

West Ham Utd v CHELSEA, 7.45. 


IT is always a struggle sniffing out 
good value bets involving Chelsea 
these days and Sunday's Capital One 
Cup Final (the League Cup Final in old 
money) offers little appeal. 

Blues are 8/11 (1.73 in decimal odds) 
to win in 90 minutes but given their 
shortage of goals lately, who would risk 
too much at that skinny price? They are 
only 4/11 (1.36) to lift the trophy. 

Perhaps we'd be better off exploring 
the First Goalscorer Market. Branislav 
Ivanovic is 20/1 (21) to keep his amazing 
run going, while fellow defender John 
Terry might also be worth a punt at 22/1 
(23). 

Looking ahead to next Wednesday, 
even at odds-on (3/4 or 1.75) I'd be 
tempted to back Chelsea to win at West 
Ham in the league. 


BETTINf BANTER 


QPR took 2,000-plus fans to Hull but 
how many optimists among them will 
have a tilt at the 6/1 (7) against R's 
beating Arsenal at home next week? 

Fulham are another home side whom 
the bookies don't fancy. You can get 5/2 
(3.5) against them seeing off Derby at 
The Cottage on Saturday.The Rams are 
favourites due to the fact that they went 
top of the Championship at the 
weekend but they have been leaking 
goals of late, so Whites should take 
heart. Derby have conceded nine in their 
last four games. 

Tony McDonald 



Blue & White 
In Brief 

■ CHELSEA Under-18s 
are through to the FA 
Youth Cup semi-finals 
for the sixth year in 
succession thanks to a 
hard-fought 3-0 extra¬ 
time victory in front of 
11,664 at Newcastle. 

Izzy Brown saw his 
fifth minute penalty 
saved before putting 
Blues ahead in the first 
period of extra-time at 
St. James' Park. 

Dominic Solanke and 
Tammy Abraham netted 
in the second period to 
send the Blues into the 
semi-final against either 
Nottingham Forest or 
Tottenham. 

Chelsea: Collins, Aina, 
Tomori, Clarke-Salter 
(Suljic 63), Dasilva, 
Colkett, Musonda 
(Palmer 68), Scott 
(Sammut 97), Solanke, 
Abraham, Brown. 

■ FULHAM Under-21s 
beat Chelsea to book 
their place in the 
Premier League 
International Cup 
semi-final. 

Over-age player 
Moussa Dembele gave 
Whites an early lead, 
which Lewis Baker’s 
penalty cancelled out 
before Patrick Roberts 
restored Fulham's lead. 

Blues levelled again 
before the first half was 
over as Jordan 
Houghton found the 
back of the net from 25 
yards, and then Ali 
Suljic put his side in 
front for the first time in 
the game midway 
through the second half. 

Suljic’s own goal and 
then Adam Taggart’s 
close-range finish gave 
the Cottagers victory 
and sent them into the 
last four. 

Chelsea: Beeney, 

Dabo, Suljic, Conroy, 
Wright (Aina 68), Baker, 
Houghton, Palmer 
(Musonda 68), Kiwomya 
(Wakefield 85), Ugbo, 
Mitchell. 

Fulham: Norman, 
Hoogland, Evans, 
Donnelly, Buatu, Baba, 
Roberts (Richards 63), 
Williams, Taggart, 
Dembele (Na Bangna 
63), Plumain. 


Matic is suspended. They 
have a good squad, with 
two players for every 
position.” 

He also couldn’t resist 
putting it out there for 
everyone to hear that the 
match officials will need 
to keep an eye out for 
Spurs defender Jan 
Vertonghen. 

“He likes to get cards 
to the opposition,” he 
said. 

Provocative as ever, 
Mourinho is also a mass 
of contradictions. Any 
student of psychiatry 
would do well to study 
him - a Nobel Prize 
would surely follow. 

And when they do work 
him out, please let the 
rest of us know, eh? 
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Chelsea ready 



Branislav Ivanovic heading Chelsea's goal against PSG in Paris Pic: Rob Newell/Digital South 


for Wembley 


This week at 
STAMFORD BRIDGE 



C HELSEA’s preparations for 
Sunday’s Capital One Cup Final 
against Spurs won’t have been 
disrupted by the goings-on both on and 
off the pitch in recent days. 

While Jose Mourinho has been acting like a bear 
with a sore head in his post-match press conferences 
of late, seeing anti-Chelsea conspiracies everywhere, 
it’s having the desired effect of masking the fact that, 
on the pitch, his team is struggling to bury the 
opposition - few chances are being created, resulting 
in a paucity of goals. 

The opposition, while inferior man-for-man, are 
treading the now well-worn path of denying the Blues 
space in and around their defensive third of the pitch, 
thus starving them of the oxygen of creating gilt-edged 
goal-scoring opportunities. 

Chelsea, who no longer play with an out and out 
winger capable of piercing stubborn defences, find 
themselves reduced to keep-ball - something the 


T HE growing argument for football to 
follow other major sports in adopting a 
video replay review system to 
determine the big calls resurfaced again this 
week. 

Despite what paranoid Jose Mourinho thinks, 
Chelsea are by no means the only club suffering 
at the hands of inept officials - there are costly 
blunders littering countless matches at every 
level of the game throughout the season. 

On Saturday Fulham had what looked a 
perfectly good 86th minute winner at Millwall 
ruled out for offside. 

Hugo Rodallega thought he'd won it for the 
Whites at The Den when he turned home Kostas 
Stafylidis'cross - only for the flag to go up on 
the far side and rule the effort out. 

"I thought it was a good goal and it should 
have stood," said Fulham manager Kit Symons. 
"I've watched it again. Hugo's level with the man 
marking him but I think the other defender is 
probably a yard deeper. 

"The linesman's flag went straight up and the 
referee had to go off that but it was the wrong 
call. These things happen but it's disappointing, 
as it would have capped off a fantastic day. 


• By LWN reporter Paul Lagan 
sport@londonweeklynews.co.uk 

opposition are more than happy for them to do. 

With 12 Premier League matches to go, the Blues 
find their seven-point margin at the top reduced to five 
following a potentially calamitous 1-1 draw at home 
to Burnley last Saturday. 

However, while their league form labours, the 
Champions League returned in gusto on Tuesday of 
last week with a little matter of a trip across the 
English Channel to face Paris St Germain. 

This time it was the turn of the Blues to be stifling 
counter-attack specialists. In a knockout situation, it’s 
a worthwhile tactic. 

An honourable 1-1 draw, thanks to the head of 
Branislav Ivanovic, gives Blues the edge in the round 
of 16 tie. The return leg at the Bridge (March 11) will 
be another nervous affair but the away goal could 
prove pivotal. 


A clean sheet away from home and all three 
points would have been perfect. It wasn't quite 
to be but it was hard-fought with a lot of 
endeavour and effort." 

No-one would question the honestly of 
officials, who only give what they think they see. 
But the game has become so fast, and the 
integrity of many cheating, manipulative players 
so low, that they are in desperate need of 
outside assistance to ensure that at least they 
get the most important decisions right. 

There is too much at stake for the clubs to 
continue to trust every offside or penalty shout 
to the human eye. Fulham are only three places 
and five points above the relegation zone and if 
they do end up facing the drop, it could all 
come down to that linesman's flag. 

Although Millwall missed probably the best 
chance of the game early on, Fulham had 
enough chances of their own to have taken all 
three league points from south-east London 
before Rodallega's winner was ruled out. The 
Colombian allowed Millwall keeper David Forde 
to parry his tame near-post shot into the side¬ 
netting, while Alex Kacaniklic, Ross McCormack 
and Lasse Vigen Christensen also wasted good 


Sadly, it was the off-field 
incidents that rightly 
overshadowed the insipid 
on-field performance by 
the west Londoners. 

Prior to kick-off, outside 
the Parc des Princes 
stadium, there were 
reports that the French 
police had used tear gas on a section of Chelsea fans. 
There was relatively little made of this in the UK 
national press but the club is fully aware of it and are 
asking for any first-hand accounts from those affected, 
which will be forwarded in a report to UEFA. 

What did make back and front page headlines was 
the racist incident on the Paris Metro. 

Someone on the platform made a mobile phone 
video recording of the actions of some Chelsea fans 
preventing a black man from entering the Metro 
carriage. Twice the man, later identified only as 
Souleymane S, was pushed out of the carriage with 
racist chants from the fans echoing round the station. 

Chelsea were only made aware of the significance 
of the actions of these fans when the team was on the 
tarmac preparing for the return flight to London after 
the game. 

However, they went into full nuclear alert mode and 


positions in the penalty area, where they lack 
ruthlessness. 

Perhaps the Fulham forwards were blinded by 
their garish orange shorts. The traditionalists 
would have been aghast at the inexplicable 
decision to abandon their usual black shorts 
against a team wearing navy and white. 

On the plus side, it was Fulham's first clean 
sheet in the league since December 20, albeit 
against a side that has only won at home once 
since August and is currently languishing third 
from bottom in the Championship. 

"It was probably about the right result in the 
end,"added Symons. "They had the better 
possession and a lot of pressure in the first half 
but I thought we were the team pushing in the 
second half. I was disappointed not to get the 
win but a point in this division is precious, so 
we'll take that." 

Fulham hoped to end their winless run of five 
games at Wolverhampton Wanderers on 
Tuesday, before entertaining Championship 
leaders Derby County at Craven Cottage this 
Saturday and then visiting another promotion 
contender, Watford, next Tuesday. 

Tony McDonald 


were very quick to issue all the right and proper 
comments, condemning the actions and promising to 
investigate and take appropriate action against the 
perpetrators. 

The club made full use of Mourinho’s pre-match 
press conference on Friday to hammer home their 
message that any behaviour considered racist or 
bigoted would not be tolerated. 

Next up was chairman Bruce Buck, using Saturday’s 
match day programme to express the “disgust felt by 
all at Chelsea” over the incident. John Terry adding to 
it in his programmes notes too. 

The one person who remained tight-lipped amid all 
this justifiable outcry was the owner, Roman 
Abramovich. The Russian is also a Jew and no doubt 
fully aware how racism and prejudice is abhorrent. 

His silence was the only disappointment in a reaction 
that was otherwise textbook perfect. 

I suppose the old adage that there is no point in 
having a dog and barking yourself applies but 
sometimes the magnitude of the incident, that had 
gained world-wide notoriety, needs a response from 
the man right up at the top. 

But Abramovich has never spoken publicly about 
anything relating to Chelsea during his tenure as 
owner of the club. 

Quite what it will take to occur for him to make a 
statement is anybody’s guess. Clearly the people he 
employs have done their very best and have sent out a 
strong, consistent message, which they will have to 
back up with action. 

But how nice it would have been to be able to report 
Abramovich’s feeling on the issue. 

At the time of going to press on Monday, Chelsea 
had suspended five fans - all men - from attending 
Stamford Bridge as a result of investigations. People 
have tried to suggest that those concerned are not 
Chelsea fans but it’s fairly clear that anyone who 
travels to France for a Chelsea game is a fan and no 
amount of denial will alter that. 

Should there be sufficient evidence, then the five, 
and others if identified, will face life bans from SW6. 

The victim is considering taking legal action against 
Chelsea and has so far has refused the club’s overtures 
to an invitation to attend the return match against PSG 
at Stamford Bridge. 

While this incident has made national and 
international headlines, the fact that it happened will 
not come as a surprise to any football fan in London 
who travels by tube to watch their side in a derby 
match. 

On numerous occasions while I have used the 
London Underground to get to Chelsea matches in the 
capital, I have encountered the boorish, loutish, 
racially abusive chants spewing from the mouths of 
Chelsea fans. Horrible chants about Spurs and 
Manchester United are their particular favourites. 

What occurred in Paris is by no means a one-off. 

■ CONTINUED ON PAGE 27 




Focus on Craven Cottage 


Fulham denied late winner 


‘IDIOTIC BARTON SEES RED AGAIN - page 27 


















